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Presentation Objectives 

1. Provide a general understanding of how risk assessments, threat assessments 
(START), and child abuse & neglect reporting (SCAR) are conducted in our 
schools 

2. Discuss considerations when mobilizing the District Crisis Team

3. Review proactive measures in place to alleviate psychiatric risk and crisis 



Our Efforts in Responding to Psychiatric Crisis
2022-2023

ELEMENTARY 

105 risk/threat assessments conducted 

9 psychiatric emergency team calls 

1 psychiatric hospitalization 

61 DCFS consultations or reports 

SECONDARY 

160 risk/threat assessments conducted 

44 psychiatric emergency team calls   

18 psychiatric hospitalizations 

56 DCFS consultations or reports  

3 mobilizations of the District Crisis Team 



Intersections
Risk Assessment — Threat Assessment — Child Abuse Reporting 



Risk Assessment versus Threat Assessment 

● Risk Assessment
○ An assessment conducted by a school crisis team member to determine the level of suicidal 

risk and/or a plan of action for a student expressing suicidal ideation or suicidal intent 
■ Suicidal Ideation: perseverative thought pattern
■ Suicidal Intent: thoughts, plus an actual plan

● Threat Assessment 
○ An assessment that determines whether an student poses a threat of violence towards others 

or property (if they have intent and if they have the means to carry out the intent). 





EXAMPLE OF DUSD RISK ASSESSMENT PROTOCOL, PAGES 1 & 2 of 5 



EXAMPLE OF DUSD SAFETY PLAN - SECONDARY  



EXAMPLE OF DUSD SAFETY PLAN - ELEMENTARY 



SB906
Effective January 1, 2023, SB 906: 

● Requires school officials of any school district serving grades 6-12 to immediately report homicidal 
threats, or perceived homicidal threats, they have observed or been alerted to, to law enforcement.

● Law enforcement must conduct an investigation and threat assessment.

● LEAs must support law enforcement with investigating the threat and conducting a threat assessment.

● Starting in the 2023–24 school year, all LEAs (regardless of grade level served) must include information 
about the safe storage of firearms in the annual notifications that LEAs are obligated to send to parents. 

Conducting a Threat Assessment





EXAMPLE OF START REFERRAL - LADMH  



The primary goal of threat assessment is intervention, not discipline. 

Trained crisis team members and school officials: 

● Can discern serious from non-serious threats, transient or substantive
● Have greater knowledge of contextual and situational factors within the school and regarding 

the child 
● Help identify the appropriate response to the situation given their expertise pertaining to the 

developmental continuum and impact of disability

Conducting a Threat Assessment 





Child Abuse & Neglect Reporting (SCAR)
SCAR: Suspected Child Abuse Report

Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)

All school personnel are considered mandated reporters. 

If/When a Student Reports Abuse or if Abuse or Neglect is Suspected: 

1. An immediate call to Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) is made 
2. Depending on type of report, DPD may be called
3. Online written report shall be submitted to DCFS within 36 hours of making the report
4. Parents may be informed of report, depending on the situation 
5. Ongoing follow-up with DCFS and family to support during process and provide 

resources





DUSD Partnerships & Community Resources 

District Relationships: 

● Downey Police Department & School Resource Officers 
● Pacific Clinics: Full time mental health clinicians at all secondary sites (Medi-Cal Only) 
● Community Family Guidance Center: Full time mental health clinicians at specific campuses 

(Medi-Cal Only)
● Jewish Children’s & Family Services: Interns at all campuses (no insurance requirements) 
● Hazel Health: Telehealth at home or school (no insurance requirements) 
● Pathways: Grief support in the community (no insurance requirements) 
● TLC Family Resource Center: Full time mental health clinicians (no insurance requirements)
● Care Solace: Database of mental health providers 
● Exchange Club: Parenting support at home and in the community



Proactive Measures to Alleviate Psychiatric Risk & Crisis 

All School Staff Participate in “Mental Health First Aid” at the Beginning of Each School Year 

Prevention and early intervention efforts focusing on Tier 1 Social Emotional Learning: 

● Social Emotional Learning TOSAs
● Adoption of RETHINK Elementary SEL Curriculum 
● Capturing Kids’ Hearts in Secondary Schools 

Wellness Spaces and Centers at Each School Within the District 

● 22 Clinical School Therapists & 10 CST Interns 
● 26 School Psychologists & 10 School Psychology Interns 
● 7 Wellness Center Clerks 

Well-established policies and evidence-based protocols for responding to threats of self-harm or violence in our schools

Staff are provided with the tools needed to recognize, respond quickly to, and help prevent self-harm and acts of violence



PREPaRE TRAINING in February 2024 




