
Secondary Education 
Summer School 2024



Secondary Education

Summer School 2024

Program Overview:
Middle School - 19 Days
High School - 24 Days

Middle School Online Enrichment Courses
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Principal: Katharine Nicassio
Vice Principal : Michael Guzik

Enriching Electives:
● Farm to Table/ 

Gardening
● Fundamentals of 

Coding
● P.E.
● Social Media/ Digital 

Literacy & Online Safety
● Study Skills

Enriching & Inclusive Programs for the 
Whole Child & the Whole Family

● Character Counts!
○ Acts of Character
○ Acknowledgement & Positive 

Reinforcement of Behaviors
■ Weekly Incentive Activities
■ Raffles
■ Games Day
■ Beat the Bucket
■ Video Game Truck

● Family Fun Outdoor Movie Nights
○ Community & Family 

Involvement
○ Equity Plan Driven

■ Akeelah & the Bee
■ McFarland, USA
● Grit, Determination, & Equity
● Importance of Family and Community

Grade-Level Readiness for the Whole 
Child Whose Heart Was Captured!

● Standards-based English Instruction & Skills
● Standards-based Math Instruction & Skills
● ELD/ AVID Summer Bridge Program 
● Student Enrollment: 376
● Staff: 52 Certificated & Classified Team Members

Level Up! Doty Middle School
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Griffiths Middle School Principal: Ed Plant
Vice Principal : Summer Puskas

401 Student

Enrollment

2,200+
MathFacts/
IReady Lessons

Summer School Theme:

Weekly 
“7 Habits” 

workshops 
led by CST

Thank You 
90 Goal Getter Awards

50+ Amazing Staff

5 Great Electives

4 Interactive Rallies

3 AVID/ML College Visits



Stauffer Middle School Principal: Esther Jeong
Vice Principal : David Dekker



Sussman Middle School Principal: Mario Salcedo
Vice Principal: Jessica Worthy



Participating 
Students

Submitted 
Assignments

Courses 
Completed/

Badges 
Earned

Middle
School
Totals

2,620 5,912 805

Student Participation





https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAGJK8WAl38%2FGUkBGnqTSrrFxtPrAWcLOg%2Fedit%3Futm_content%3DDAGJK8WAl38%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink2%26utm_source%3Dsharebutton&data=05%7C02%7Cjortiz%40dusd.net%7C19ce742baec642fa092808dca82c8bf8%7Cd06dc42e55d64fd78aa53f2b70da123c%7C0%7C0%7C638570156491631674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jffXHdO0h3l645bYMH408x%2B6uUdVbKGW%2FQCeGVtM1j0%3D&reserved=0


Downey High School Principal: Adrian Quintero
AP : Golden Fowler
AP: Vincent McLeod

ORIGINAL & ENRICHMENT CREDIT COURSES
● AVID EL BRIDGE
● ART
● Cerritos College Auto
● Cerritos College Health
● PE
● MATH/ ELA BRIDGE
● MARIACHI
● SAI BRIDGE
● STRENGTHS FINDER



Downey High School Principal: Adrian Quintero
AP : Golden Fowler
AP: Vincent McLeod

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15tJw2vNeoNqH-k1WBhopbqlPSLj_gFoV/view?usp=sharing
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CHARACTER 
COUNTS 
RECOGNITIONRecovery/

Original 
Credit

Peak 
Performance

Dual 
Enrollment

1207 315 100

Program Enrollment 1662

a) History: 1,025
b) English: 2,290
c) Math: 2,040
d) Science: 2,845

e) LOTE: 835
f) VAPA:545
g) Electives:2,370

TOTAL NUMBER OF CREDITS EARNED
11,950



Principal: Joe Ortiz
AP : Chris Membribes
AP: Adam LeonardWarren High School
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Questions?











Dates:
● June 11-July 10
● Monday-Friday

School Day:
● Breakfast - 8:00 AM
● School - 8:30-12:30

(Including lunch)

WEEK 1 
(4 days) Igniting the Olympic Spirit

WEEK 2
(4 days) Olympic Culture

WEEK 3
(5 days) Olympic Events

WEEK 4
(3 days) Olympic Mindset

WEEK 5
(3 days) Olympic Mindset

Overall Theme: Igniting the Olympic Spirit



Site Principal Vice Principal

Price
(Price, RH, ORS)

Dr. Barak 
Stanley

Cindy Reichwein

Unsworth
(Unsworth, RSG, Alameda)

Esther Brossmer Nicole Russell 
Hernandez

Gallatin
(Gallatin, Imperial, Williams)

Heather Curcio Tayler Weiland

Gauldin
(Gauldin, Lewis, Ward, DHH)

Alex Ruesga Kristy Overturf

Lewis
(GLAD-Carp,Imp. Williams, DHH)

Lindsey Cozart Nadia Garcia



Site Teachers Student 
Enrollment

Gallatin 20 517

Gauldin 20 + 3 DHH 517

Lewis 18 + 2 DHH 498

Price 20 508

Unsworth 20 546

Total Enrolled 2,586

Each school site had:
● Communication Methods

○ Blackboard, Homeroom App, 
Parent Orientations

● Clinical School Therapist 
● Cafeteria

○ Food services served 
nutritious meals 
(breakfast/lunch) daily

● Opening Ceremony
● Dress up days
● PBIS Store
● Field Day
● Weekly Awards
● Staff meetings

TEAMWORK - Parents, students, Certificated, 
Classified, and Administration working together 

in making summer session a success.



• Highlights across STEAMworks sites:
• ELA

• Read Alouds related to a big idea that connected to the Olympics 
• (ie, Week 1: Teamwork)

• Videos highlighted the big idea and provided students with additional 
information about the text

• Students were engaged in meaningful discussions about the text
• Use of technology to creatively communicate what was learned each week

• SEL
• Daily SEL lesson from RethinkEd
• Each week focused on one of the Character COUNTS! Pillars
• High level of student discourse and interaction

• Teacher/Student Feedback
• Teachers loved working with the RethinkEd curriculum and look forward to 

using it more with their students during the school year. 
• ELA- “The students and I enjoyed the self-reflections at the end of the week in 

the ELA plans. Allowing them to be creative and express what they learned 
through Chatterpix was fun to watch. I am excited to try giving more self-
reflection time next school year.”





Highlights across STEAMworks sites:
● Igniting the Love of Math- students were engaged, participating in 

lessons, collaborating with their peers, showing perseverance, and 
feeling confident in their mathematical prowess.

● Students at each site participated in the following activities:
○ Building Shapes
○ Dot Talks
○ Foot Parade
○ Pattern Dance Party
○ Dice Games

● Integrated technology to share out their math strategies: 
○ Padlet, Google slides, ClassKick, and Jamboard

● Teacher Quotes: 
○ “I really enjoyed the collaboration in some of the math lessons, 

especially in the “Snap It” and “Which is More” lessons. Students 
had fun with them and learned about math concepts along the 
way.”

○ “The dice games were a big hit in 4th grade! They were fun, 
interactive and engaging, PLUS the games really supported their 
learning and understanding of area and perimeter.”





Highlights across STEAMworks sites:
● One art project per week

○ Olympic Flag → Opening Ceremony
○ Eiffel Tower Pointillism
○ Olympic Pictogram
○ Clay Medal Design → Field Day 
○ Olympic Poster →Culminating Project to Summarize          

Summer Learning
● Focused on the 4 C’s

○ Communication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking, and Creativity
● Teacher/Student Feedback

○ 100% of teachers reported that art “worked well during 
STEAMworks”

○ Teachers & students reported that Art/STEAM was the #1 most 
engaging area in the STEAMworks curriculum 

○ Students reported that they enjoyed Art the most during 
STEAMworks out of all subjects
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Highlights across STEAMworks sites:
● Engineering design standards applied to Olympic themed 

challenges.
● STEAM activities were engaging and fun for our students.
● Promoted the 5 C’s- Creativity, Collaboration, Critical thinking, 

Communication, Citizenship
● Students had creative communication extensions they could 

choose from after finishing their engineering builds each 
week. (iMovie, ChatterPix, Minecraft EDU, Pic Collage)

● Students used the engineering design process to create a 
project each week:
○ Olympic Torch model
○ Eiffel Tower model
○ Olympic Stadium model
○ Frog Mini Olympics - create your own Olympic mini 

game
○ Field Day + Bonus: Olympic Good Luck Charm

● Students reported engineering as a top 3 most liked activity 
during STEAMworks TK-4





Highlights across STEAMworks sites:
● Each site received 3 days of music 
● TK had 25 minutes each session and K-5th had 30 minutes each session
● Students learned three folk dances from around the world
● Music used: 

○ Japan - Soma Bon Uta & Tanko Bushi
○ Dutch- 7 Jumps (Syvspring)
○ French - Chimes of Dunkirk (Carillon de Dunkirque)
○ Australia - Highway Number One
○ Russia - Sasha

● This enriching learning experience enhanced students’ communication & collaboration skills, social-
emotional expression, cultural identity and strengthened their memory 

● Students admired, appreciated and had a deeper understanding of how music works 

Teacher and Student Feedback
● The students really enjoyed music! 
● The teachers are extremely good with the content and engaging students!
● The kids absolutely LOVED music class!
● Music was THE BEST!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WI3wYnhIlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcmwzdqfB9E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp5yzaWfAng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_dUwQzAwLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndBlkINdXmU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwfJsg2fCJk




Thank you!
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