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Purpose
● Innovative Education Program Timeline 

● LEAP Early Learning Program

● Global Language Academies of Downey (GLAD)

● Downey Virtual Academy 

● Looking ahead to 2022-23
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Enrollment Committee Review
o 2021 -2022 Board of Education Goal #10:

In an effort to reach Downey Unified’s goal of growing to 23,000 students, we will 

augment our strategic marketing and public communication efforts, continue to 

expand our Global Language Academies of Downey (GLAD) and LEAP initiatives, 

as well as explore additional innovative programs in alignment with 

recommendations from the Enrollment Growth Committee. 
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2021 – 2022 2022 – 2023 2023 - 2024 2024 - 2025

Virtual Academy
(7th-10th)

Leap Program
(3 - 4 year olds)

Before and After 
School Program & Pilot 

ELO-P Expansion
(DFEO Partnership)

Virtual Academy 
Expansion

(K-12: Synchronous 
& Asynchronous Options)

IB MYP Candidacy

GLAD Expansion 
@Imperial  

DFEO Expansion of 
Before/After School 
Learning Programs 

GLAD Expansion
(Add 2nd Language Strand)

IB MYP 
(First Cohort of Students)

MS Dual Immersion 
Planning

Maintenance Model for MS

Early College Program
@DHS
@WHS

JROTC

Implement MS Dual 
Immersion Program 

Timeline for New Programs
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Update
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Inaugural 
Class

2021-22
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 



Global Language 
Academies of Downey 
(GLAD) 
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GLAD @Carpenter
The International Baccalaureate Organization (IB) 

has approved C. C. Carpenter Elementary School  for 

authorization as an IB world school, to offer the 

Primary Years Programme
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GLAD @Carpenter
Program of Inquiry, 20 units written 
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GLAD @Carpenter
Student Agency- Culminating Projects
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Sharing the Planet Sharing the PlanetHow the World Works



GLAD @Carpenter
Developing the Target Language
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GLAD @Carpenter

Looking Ahead… 
● Expansion to 3rd grade 2022-23
● Addition of 125 new students for 2022-23 school year, TK-3rd
● Addition of a second target language 

○ French in 2023-24
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GLAD @ Imperial Expansion

Spanish Language Dual Immersion

● 1 -Transitional Kindergarten
● 2 - Kindergarten Classes
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Downey Virtual Academy
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Virtual Academy Highlights 
2021-2022

Earned Initial WASC Accreditation Status 
through June 30, 2025
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Big Buddies
Student Ambassador, 
Melody Solano teaching an 
art lesson to our LEAP 
Preschoolers
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VA Every Student Succeeding Award Recipient, Grace Rendon 20



Virtual Academy Parent Testimonial
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“Downey Virtual Academy is a transformative experience for both myself and my daughter. Through the 
tailored education model, my daughter was not a number or just a student passing through a class 
period; she was the vested interest of all of the educators. The instructors and Ms. La Porta have 
consistently demonstrated care for my daughter and immeasurable support. The flexible model has allowed 
for balance for children who learn differently and have unique attention spans. It has been designed to 
meet individual needs. 
Besides the impeccable model for educating the individual and developing life skills, I find having the 
student lounge where they can work with instructors and engage with fellow students the bow that wraps 
up the virtual experience.”

Parent of current 7th grade VA student



Virtual Academy Parent Testimonial
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“Enrolling in the Downey Unified Virtual Academy was one of the best decisions 
for my daughter! My daughter has grown so much through the support of all 
teachers and staff at the Virtual Academy. Everyone is truly invested in student 
success. The partnership between students, teachers, and parents is phenomenal.”

Sincerely, a forever grateful parent of a sophomore student



Virtual Academy Student Testimonial
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“The Virtual Academy is one of the best schools I have ever been a part of! The teachers 
are so helpful and are there for you 100% of the time. You can tell by how they treat all 
their students and how much they truly care about everyone. One thing that I have 
learned from being enrolled in the Virtual Academy is better communication skills. For 
instance, my email-writing skills have improved a bunch since I first joined VA! One thing 
I really like about the Virtual Academy is the flexibility in learning.. I hope that more 
students join the Virtual Academy next year and many years after that.”

Current 10th grade student



Virtual Academy Expansion 2022-2023
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● Virtual Academy will expand to grades K-12 for the 2022-2023 school year

● Transitioning to Secondary Education Department 

● Projected enrollment as of June 2, 2022:   450 students grades K-12

● Offering synchronous online learning with direct teacher instruction 

● Maintaining a smaller asynchronous Independent Study option for highly 

motivated and self-directed learners



Looking Ahead… 
2022-23 
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2022-23 Priorities
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GLAD 
EXPANSION 



Thank you!
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