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Gov. Newsom Announcement: COVID-19 
Vaccine Mandates

by: Nouran Salahieh, Jennifer McGraw

Posted: Oct 1, 2021 / 08:46 AM PDT / Updated: Oct 1, 2021 / 11:34 AM PDT

• In what is believed to be the first such mandate in the nation, Gov. Gavin 
Newsom on Friday announced California will require all eligible students to 
get vaccinated against COVID-19 to go to school in person once vaccines get 
full federal approval.

• The mandate could take effect as early as January next year, the governor 
said.

• “Once the FDA approves the vaccination in different cohorts, starting with 12 
and above — grade seven to 12 — we will begin to apply that requirement in 
the next term, either January 1 or July 1, whichever comes sooner,” Newsom 
said during a briefing at a San Francisco County middle school.
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Vaccination Requirement Cont. -

• COVID-19 vaccine requirements will apply to all “pupil[s] of any private or public elementary or 
secondary school[s].” (HSC section 120335(b)).

• COVID-19 vaccine requirements will be phased-in by grade span, grades K-6 and 7-12 This will 
also promote smoother implementation.

• This mandate will be a condition of in-person attendance. (HSC section120335(f)). A student 
who is not vaccinated may remain enrolled in independent study but may not attend in-person 
instruction.

• Requirements established by regulation, not legislation, must be subject to 
exemptions “for both medical reasons and personal beliefs.” (HSC section 120338).

3



Vaccination Requirement Cont. - Adults

• The Governor has also directed that adults be held to at least the same standards as students
for the COVID-19 vaccine.

• The current verify-or-test requirement for staff will be converted to a vaccine mandate no later 
than when the first phase of the student requirement becomes effective.

• Based on current projections for full approval for ages 12+, we anticipate the requirement 
would apply to grades 7-12 starting on July 1, 2022.
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FDA Approves First COVID-19 Vaccine

August 23, 2021

Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the first COVID-19 
vaccine. The vaccine has been known as the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine and will now be marketed as Comirnaty (koe-mir’-na-tee), for the 
prevention of COVID-19 disease in individuals 16 years of age and older.

The vaccine also continues to be available under emergency use 
authorization (EUA), including for individuals 12 through 15 years of age and 
for the administration of a third dose in certain immunocompromised 
individuals.
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State has lowest virus case rate in the U.S.

Hospitalizations also fall in California, but the progress has been uneven, 
figures show.

California officially has the lowest coronavirus case rate of any state, federal 
figures show, underscoring the progress made in the battle against the highly 
infectious Delta variant.

California’s new case rate per 100,000 people is less than half of neighboring 
states, according to data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Some hard hit states have more than quadruple California’s 
numbers. As of Monday, California’s seven-day case rate was 95.3 per 
100,000 people.
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FDA Authorizes Booster Dose of Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine for Certain Populations

Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration amended the emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine to allow for use 
of a single booster dose, to be administered at least six months after
completion of the primary series in:

• Individuals 65 years of age and older;

• Individuals 18 through 64 years of age at high risk of severe COVID-19; and

• Individuals 18 through 64 years of age whose frequent institutional or 
occupational exposure to SARS-CoV-2 puts them at high risk of serious 
complications of COVID-19 including severe COVID-19
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FDA Booster Recommendation Cont.

Today’s action demonstrates that science and the currently available data 
continue to guide the FDA’s decision-making for COVID-19 vaccines 
during this pandemic.

After considering the totality of the available scientific evidence and the 
deliberations of our advisory committee of independent, external 
experts, the FDA amended the EUA for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine to allow for a booster dose in certain populations such as health 
care workers, teachers and day care staff, grocery workers and those in 
homeless shelters or prisons, among others,” said Acting FDA 
Commissioner Janet Woodcock, M.D.
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September 24, 2021

Los Angeles County Begins Administering Pfizer Booster to Eligible Residents

Los Angeles County is now administering Pfizer booster third doses after the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) Director Rochelle P. Walensky endorsed the CDC Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices’ (ACIP) recommendation for a booster dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in 
several population groups. The CDC also recommended a booster dose for those in high risk occupational 
and institutional settings.

Boosters are currently only available to residents who received Pfizer. Residents who received Moderna 
and Johnson & Johnson will need to wait until the FDA reviews the data about boosters and determines 
the need for and safety of boosters for these vaccines.
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Los Angeles County residents eligible for a booster dose of Pfizer include those who received the 
second of the two-dose Pfizer vaccine series at least 6 months agoand are either:

• 65 years or older
• Residents of long-term care facilities
• 18 to 64 years with underlying medical conditions
• 18 to 64 years with high institutional or occupational risk, including healthcare workers, 

first responders, teachers and day care staff, grocery workers, and workers in homeless shelters or 
prisons
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER OF THE HEALTH OFFICER

COVID-19 Exposure Management Plan Guidance in TK-12 Schools

Updated - 9/16/2021

The following close contacts are exempt from quarantine provided they 
remain asymptomatic:

• Persons who are fully vaccinated.

• Persons who have recovered from laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 within 
the last 90 days. Even though they do not need to quarantine, they must 
monitor for symptoms and strictly adhere to COVID-19 precautions for 14 
days from their last exposure.

• It is recommended that fully vaccinated persons get a viral test 3-5 days 
after their last exposure.

• No testing is recommended for persons who have recently recovered 
from COVID-19. See Quarantine and Other Instructions for Close 
Contacts.
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September 16, 2021

MODIFIED QUARANTINE:

After reviewing four weeks’ worth of data related to cases, close contacts, and outbreaks at schools 
and with relatively low transmission at schools, Public Health is offering a modified quarantine option 
for K-12 students exposed to COVID-19 at school under certain circumstances.

Schools and school districts are not required to offer a modified quarantine option to their students 
and may choose to continue with the customary quarantine requirements.
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Those who qualify for modified quarantine include close contacts whose exposure took place at 
school or a school supervised activity when both the contact and the case were masked during the 
entire exposure period, and the close contacts are not part of a defined outbreak.

The exposed student must remain asymptomatic for the duration of quarantine, stay home except for 
classroom and educational instruction activities, and continue to wear a mask indoors, outdoors, and 
on the school bus, except for when they are eating and drinking. While eating and drinking, they must 
maintain at least a six-foot distance from others; this should ideally take place outdoors.

Students in modified quarantine must also be tested twice a week during their quarantine: the first 
test should be on day one through two after exposure, while the second test should be five days after 
exposure. Modified quarantine ends when a second test done at least five days after exposure is 
negative. In this scenario, the exposed student can end modified quarantine after day seven
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Cleaning Protocols (positive confirmed case in class):
Deep Sanitization Disinfecting/Elementary

1. We place a (virucidal) disinfectant fogger in classroom for 
2hrs as a standard protocol.

2. We then use Electrostatic sprayer using E23 neutral 
disinfectant .

3. Next, we wipe down all high-touch surfaces with Purell.

4. We have disinfected classroom with our standard protocol 
once all steps are successfully completed. This includes our 
commitment to leave behind a filled out "Deep Sanitization 
on Confirm Cases" checklist form.
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DUSD Monthly Vaccination Clinic #6

Griffiths Middle School
9633 Tweedy Lane
Downey, CA 90241

(Located in the Gym)
Vaccination Clinic for Shot #1
Thursday, October 14, 2021

3:30 pm-7:30 pm

Vaccination Clinic for Shot #2
Thursday, November 4, 2021

3:30 pm-7:30 pm
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https://web.dusd.net/coronavirus/
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LA County TK-12 School COVID-19 Data Dashboard
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavir
us/education/index.htm
• The dashboard will provide regularly updated information at the School and/or 

School District level for the following metrics:

• School COVID-19 screening testing volume and test positivity by week

• New school-associated COVID-19 cases in the past 7 days by school in 
relation vaccination rates and case rates in the geographic area served by 
the School

• Active COVID-19 school outbreaks in each week by number of cases and 
close contacts

Data presented on the dashboard will be updated every Wednesday and will 
include data from Monday to Sunday of the prior week.
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Questions
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