GRADUATION INFORMATION for the Class of 2023  

CAP & GOWN/TICKET DISTRIBUTION: Thursday, May 25th and Friday, May 26th during Economics and Government in the ASB student store (All debts/books must be cleared and technology must be returned).
GRAD NITE: Friday, May 26th 6:00pm – 2:00am. Students will load buses in the front parking lot of WHS at 4:00 pm and will return at 3:00am at the same location. 
SENIORCHELLA: Tuesday, May 30th 6:00 – 9:00 pm in the stadium   
PANORAMIC PICTURE: Wednesday, May 31st, @ 8:30 am at WHS Stadium (bring your gown only) 
GRADUATION PRACTICE: Wednesday, May 31st following panoramic picture. (line-up at the baseball field)
· You MUST participate in graduation practice in order to walk during the graduation ceremony.
· We will practice walking out onto the field, up to the stage area, and practice seating for graduation
Diploma’s will be distributed immediately after graduation practice

GRADUATION WALK at your Elementary School at 1 p.m. (please see Mrs. Kirby in Q4 with questions).
SENIOR BREAKFAST: Thursday, June 1st at 8am-10:00am at Legacy Church of Downey
BACCALAUREATE:  Thursday, June 1st @ 6:00pm at Legacy Church  (arrive by 5:30pm wear gown)
GRADUATION CEREMONY: Friday, June 2nd at 6pm at Long Beach City College Veteran’s Stadium 
***all graduates must arrive by 4:30

THE CEREMONY
· Each graduate will receive 10 tickets, with the opportunity to request two additional tickets. Additional tickets will be issued on a first come first served basis. Student must use their DUSD email and complete the form by 2 p.m. today May 24, 2023. https://forms.gle/WrTxt6nACm3kUjby9
· Report to LBCC, Practice/Baseball field by 4:30pm
· Upon entering the practice Field students will be searched - No personal belongings are to be carried with you (purses, backpacks, cameras, miscellaneous items) Phones are allowed. 
· Once checked in, you are to remain in the Baseball Field Area – plan ahead! Temporary restrooms and water will be available. 
· Pick up NAME CARDS upon arrival at 4:30 p.m. and line up at your color-coded cone by 5:15 p.m.
· Graduates will enter the stadium at 6 pm. 
· Rothery Teacher Tunnel will allow students to shake hands and give hugs to teachers on the field

FOLLOWING GRADUATION CEREMONY
· Immediately exit the stadium to the reunion area (in the parking lot behind the stands) to meet your family and guests. Family and Guests are not allowed on the field after graduation.
· Make arrangements with your family ahead of time, as to where you will meet after the ceremony. 
· Reunion area is in the parking lot behind the stadium seats.
· No LIVE MUSIC OR BANDS permitted in the reunion area or parking lot. 
· 
GRADUATION DRESS/ATTIRE
· This is a formal event, please dress and act accordingly for the occasion.
· Dress shirt and tie, slacks, dresses or nice pants, blouses and dress shoes.
· Shoes: Flats, Wedges – only! Stiletto Heels are not allowed on practice field or stadium.
· Gum is not allowed on the field
· Academic medals, CSF cords/sashes - only approved school related regalia or cultural/religious regalia allowed for ceremony (I.e., floral lei is cultural, but money and candy leis are not acceptable).





DECORATING CAPS

Please take into consideration the following rules when decorating your graduation cap.  Graduation caps will be reviewed and approved in advance of the ceremony. Failure to follow these rules will result in the removal of the cap before the ceremony.   Decorations on graduation caps (mortar boards) are a symbol of pride and accomplishment. The decorations represent personalized statements about accomplishments that can be presented in the form of a quote, an image, a symbol, a flag, or other things. Designs must not be inappropriate, or privilege will be taken away. Failure to follow these rules will result in the removal of the cap before the ceremony.  
To ensure that commencement exercises remain dignified celebrations of achievement of all students, the following rules must be followed when decorating caps for graduation:
· Decorations should not interfere with attaching the tassel to the cap
· Only the flat top of the issued cap may be decorated
· All decorations MUST lay FLAT on the cap
· Decorations may not hang off the sides of the cap
· Graduation caps must not have any advertisements, symbols, words or slogans conveying messages inappropriate at a dignified commencement ceremony.
· Caps must not threaten the safety of others or use any hate speech of any kind
· Caps must not contain sexually suggestive language or messages
· Caps must not contain illegal or violent conduct, including but not limited to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, weapons, and/or gang affiliation 
· Caps must not have hate speech, intimidation, or intolerance toward others
· Caps must not have obscene, profane, or vulgar language
· Words or items diminishing or slandering toward any individual, group, or school are prohibited on graduation caps
· Caps can only include numbers of the graduation year
If you have any questions regarding your cap decorations, see an administrator prior to graduation for pre-approval.
Administration will reserve the right to disallow anything that is not considered appropriate for the commencement ceremony.

OTHER THINGS TO REMEMBER…
· If you are driving yourself to graduation – Park in the lot off of E. Conant Street, Long Beach
· If you are getting dropped off - request to be dropped off at the entrance of the baseball field. Enter the parking lot off of the E. Conant St. entrance. 

STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOR
Use good judgment & make smart choices every day! Everything that is against the rules at school is against the rules at graduation. Everything that’s against the law in the community is against the law at graduation. 
You don’t want to jeopardize your participation in graduation!


