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Vice-Principal/IB MYP Coordinator​ ​ ​ aarora@dusd.net 
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Students are assigned to their counselor according to their last names. 
 
Last Names: A-Gom  
​ ​ ​        ​​ ​  
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Hello Pioneers! 

Welcome to the 2025–2026 school year! My name is Dr. Connie Quintero, and I am honored to continue 
serving as your principal. On behalf of our entire staff at Sussman Middle School, I extend a warm welcome to 
all of our students, families, and community members. 

We are excited for another year of learning, growth, and meaningful experiences. At Sussman, we pride 
ourselves on nurturing 21st-century learners who are prepared not only for high school, but for college, 
careers, and life as global citizens of strong character. 

Middle school is a time of tremendous growth—intellectually, socially, emotionally, and ethically. Our team is 
dedicated to supporting students through every step of this important journey. Together, we will create a 
learning environment where every student feels seen, supported, and challenged to reach their full potential. 

Collaboration with families is essential to student success. We’re proud of our vibrant partnership with the 
community, including our award-winning PTA. Your involvement makes a powerful difference, and we 
encourage you to join us in continuing to build a strong and united school community. 

Sussman offers a wide range of programs, clubs, enrichment opportunities, and intervention support. If there’s 
ever a need or question, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re here for you. 

As a Pioneer family, we live by the Pioneer Code: Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe—values that 
align with the CHARACTER COUNTS! pillars of Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, 
Caring, and Citizenship. These core values guide everything we do, both in and out of the classroom. 

Let’s make this a memorable, impactful year. We are proud to walk this journey with you. 

With gratitude and excitement,​
 
Dr. Connie Quintero 
Principal 
IB Head of School 
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Welcome to Sussman Middle School! 

 

WHERE 21st CENTURY LEARNERS THRIVE! 
 

Hello everyone! Our mission here at Sussman Middle School is to provide the highest quality education in a 
safe environment. We strongly believe in building character through positive leadership based upon the six 
pillars of CHARACTER COUNTS! We want Sussman Middle School to be a place where doing your best, 
working hard, and having fun is the norm for everyone. Everyone on campus is part of TEAM SUSSMAN and 
we strive to help everyone be the best they can be. We expect students to take advantage of everything that 
we have to offer and work to reach their full potential as they prepare to succeed in high school, college, a 
career, and beyond.  
 

OUR INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS: WRITING! 
 

“WRITE HERE! WRITE NOW!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GO PIONEERS!!! 
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 CHARACTER COUNTS! at  SUSSMAN 24 / 7 / 365! 
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SUSSMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL, WHERE CHARACTER COUNTS! 

24 / 7 / 365 
 

Student Schedule Page 

This book has been designed to help you with two very important skills: organization and time 
management. You may use it to keep track of the activities you plan to be involved in, assignments you 
may be given in your daily classes, and any other appointments you have to keep. Many activities and 
deadlines have already been included for you. 

 

The table listed below has spaces for you to list your schedule and your teachers’ email addresses. Keep 
this updated throughout the year for your information as well as your parents. 

1ST SEMESTER 
Period Subject Teacher Teacher Email  Room # 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

2nd SEMESTER 
Period Subject Teacher Teacher Email Room # 
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iReady Check 
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SUSSMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

BELL SCHEDULE 
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All dates and schedules are subject to change. 

2025-2026 CALENDAR 

August 13​  School begins/Minimum Day 
            
September 1​  Labor Day Holiday 
 
October 13​ Student Free Day 
              
November 11​ Veterans Day Holiday  
                    
November 24-28​ Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
December 19​ End of First Semester/ Student Free 
 
December 22 - January 2​ Winter Vacation 
 
January 19​ Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 
 
February 16-17​ Presidents Day/ Lincoln’s Day 
 
February 18-20​ Student/ Teacher Free Days 
 
April 3-10​ Spring Vacation 
 
May 25​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Memorial Day Holiday 
 
June 4​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Minimum Day-End of School Year 
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION 

 

OUR MISSION 

The mission of Sussman Middle School is to provide a safe, nurturing 

learning environment that celebrates diversity and fosters excellence. 

 

CHARACTER COUNTS! 

The students of Sussman Middle School are expected to demonstrate 

good citizenship and character. One of our major goals is to emphasize 

the six pillars of character promoted in the CHARACTER COUNTS! 

program. Students are encouraged and expected to exhibit the following 

pillars of character: 

Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and 

Citizenship 

By working together to foster the CHARACTER COUNTS! traits in 

students, we can provide a safe, pleasant, and academically rewarding 

environment in which every learner can achieve maximum success. 

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENTS (PBIS) 

The following positive reinforcements may occur when students choose 

to abide by school rules and demonstrate outstanding character, and by 

upholding the Pioneer Code (Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful). 

1.​ Student of the Month awards 

2.​ Special Attendance awards 

3.​ Individual Teacher Awards/ Incentives 

4.​ PBIS TICKETS: Students who uphold the Pioneer Code 

(Responsible, Respectful, Safe) are awarded Pioneer Tickets, 

students are able to redeem the tickets for prizes such as   

school supplies, Sussman attire, chargers, food, etc.  

CLOSED CAMPUS 

Sussman Middle School is a closed campus. Students may not leave 

campus at any time without the permission of the school attendance 

office and a written office pass. Students may not leave campus at lunch. 

Downey Police assist in truancy prevention and may arrest a student 

without a written school pass. It is a violation of State law for anyone to 

enter campus during school hours unless entry is granted by the school 

administration. Everyone must first check in at the office and receive a 

visitor’s pass before entering. 

LEAVING CAMPUS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 

Sussman Middle School has a closed campus. Once you are on campus 

you cannot leave. This means that students must not leave the grounds 

at any time during the school day without permission from the office.  

If you must leave school for a medical or dental appointment, a 

parent/guardian must check you out in the office.. 

WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL  

If you are transferring from Sussman Middle School to another school, a 

parent must come to school in person to fill out paperwork and show I.D. 

at least a few days prior to checking out. You will be given a checkout 

sheet to be signed by each of your teachers. When the sheet is 

completed, the office will prepare a transfer for you to take to your new 

school. 

 

BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 

Books are issued free with the understanding that you must pay for them 

if they are lost or damaged. Students are expected to furnish their own 

three-ring binders, lined paper, pens, and pencils. Students are 

encouraged to donate money for consumable instructional materials for 

technology labs, foods, art, music, science, and computer classes. Your 

teacher will tell you the recommended donation and collect the class 

donations. 

 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

The school cannot be responsible for the loss or destruction of a 

student’s personal property. For this reason, valuable jewelry should 

never be worn to school. Do not bring expensive watches, rings, 

necklaces, bracelets, collectibles, electronics, etc. to school. Jewelry 

must be removed during P.E. classes and could possibly be stolen. The 

lost and found is in the main office.  

 

LUNCH AND SNACK    

Students are to remain in assigned areas during snack and lunch.  No 

food is to be taken out of the quad or cafeteria. Students who are 

finished eating may participate in games on the basketball courts. 

Students are not permitted in the halls. Leaving trash or throwing food 

will not be tolerated. 

A.​ First violation - Campus cleanup during or at the end of lunch. 

B.​ Second violation - Campus clean up the full snack and/or lunch the 

following day. 

C.​ Third violation - Parent conference, detention, and/or Saturday 

school. 

HOMEWORK AND MAKE-UP WORK 

Middle school students should expect to spend approximately one hour 

each school night on homework. Homework help is available after school 

in English and Math and with certain teachers. If you finish your 

homework in less than an hour, put in the remaining time on outside 

reading. Good study habits are important. Start developing them now! 

Following an excused absence, a student has the same number of days 

as he/she was absent to make up the work. Students are responsible for 

all class work missed due to school activities. 

STUDENT MEDICATION 

The school recognizes that at certain times there is a need for students 

to take medication during school hours. Therefore, the following 

procedure has been established: 

1.​ Parents must fill out a written Medication Authorization form 

available in the office.  

2.​ Medication should be clearly labeled stating the contents, 

student’s name, schedule, dosage, and physician’s name. The 

medication will be kept in the office and the student will be 

permitted to go to the office to take medication as necessary.  

3.​ Students will be responsible for administering their own 

medication.  A school employee may observe, but not assist in 

any way.  

4.​ Under no circumstances are students to be in possession of 
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medication once they arrive at school. Except if they have proper 

documentation for asthma inhalers. 

5.​ Doctor’s authorization must be obtained before the medicine is 

brought to school, including “over the counter” medications. The 

doctor’s note or prescription label should include the dosage, 

frequency, and time limits. 

REPORT CARDS 

Progress reports and 1
st
 semester report cards will be handed out to 

students in their sixth period class approximately one week after each 

reporting period. These reports will reflect grades in progress at the 6
th
 

and 12
th
 weeks of the semester. All students will receive a final semester 

grade at the end of the 18
th
 week of each semester. This grade is the 

permanent grade that will appear in student records. Student grades will 

be cumulative—running continuously for the entire semester. The “final” 

semester grade is NOT an average of the 6, 12, and 18 week grades. 

You will receive a letter grade (A, B, C, D, F) in your academic and 

elective classes and a mark for citizenship. Exploratory and physical 

education classes are graded Excellent, Satisfactory, or Needs 

Improvement (E, S, N). The need to improve in behavior, attendance, 

assignments, etc. is also noted. The end of the year report card will be 

mailed home.  

STUDENT COUNCIL 

Each year student body officers will be elected by a majority of the 

student body. The elected officers have the responsibility of approving 

student spending, approving Student Body activities, and planning 

Student Body activities. Grade requirements are as follows: a C or better 

scholastic average, no more than two D’s and/or F’s, good attendance, 

and no more than two 5’s (unsatisfactory) in behavior and citizenship. If 

grade or behavior requirements are not met at any time during the term 

of office, the student will be removed from the office and forfeit all 

rewards and recognition. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

Sussman Middle School has a number of clubs as well as afternoon 

dances, plays, and music programs. Students must maintain the same 

eligibility standards as student council listed above. 

SCHOLARSHIP  

Students are eligible for Scholarships a total of five (5) semesters 

at SMS. Eligibility begins in the spring semester of sixth grade 

based on the fall semester report card.  In order to be eligible for 

a Scholarship, students must earn a 3.67 GPA or higher for each 

semester. Students who earn a D, F, S-, or N in any subject are 

not eligible. A citizenship mark of 4 or 5 disqualifies a student 

from a Scholarship. If you have any questions, please see a 

Scholarship advisor. 

 

CALIFORNIA JUNIOR SCHOLARSHIP FEDERATION  

CJSF (California Junior Scholarship Federation) begins during the 2nd 

semester of 7th grade based on fall semester grades.  Although 

students’ eligibility for scholarships is automatic, students must complete 

an application to be eligible for CJSF.  Qualifications for CJSF and 

Scholarship are the same. 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARDS  

Scholarship students in the sixth through eighth grade are recognized at 

Sussman's annual Honors’ Night, a special ceremony designed to 

celebrate students' academic success and excellence. Top honors go to 

eighth graders who were on Scholarship for five semesters and are 

distinguished as "Five Semester Scholars." The highest and most 

prestigious award goes to those students who applied to and qualified for 

CJSF all three semesters. These scholars receive special medals at 

Honors Night, which are worn during 8th grade promotion. 

 

STUDENT INTERNET USE 

Parents and guardians who wish their students to be able to use the 

internet at Sussman Middle School must fill out and sign the 

authorization form that is part of the emergency card. There is a filtering 

system in place through the district which should reassure you that your 

child will not be able to reach unsuitable sites on the internet. This allows 

your child to do research for his/her classes without the worry of getting 

information that is not suitable. Once this form is signed and returned 

your child will be allowed to access the internet. Our school has internet 

connections in all classrooms, the school library, and computer labs. 

Generally, a teacher will take the class to the lab to explain how the 

internet is used before assigning any work to be done on the internet. 

Again, if you wish your child to be able to use the internet at Sussman 

Middle School, please read and sign the authorization form that is part of 

the emergency card and have your child return it.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Boys and girls are expected to dress out and participate in P.E. class 

each day. Students are required to wear a two-piece green and grey 

regulation uniform (white shirts are also acceptable), and tennis shoes. 

The student's name must be written in permanent ink on the shirt and 

shorts. Since permanent markers are not allowed on campus, this must 

be done at home. Shorts must be worn above the knees.  Green, white, 

or gray sweatsuits may be worn in cold weather. 

If you are getting over an illness or injury and need to be excused from 

P.E. participation for a day or two, you must bring a note from your 

parent. A doctor’s note is required for a P.E. excuse of three days or 

longer. Students who are excused from P.E. must dress out, report to 

class, and remain under the teacher’s supervision. Your P.E. teacher will 

explain the correct procedure for handling P.E. excuses. 

A P.E. locker and combination lock are furnished for your convenience. If 

you lose your lock, you will be expected to pay $6.00 for a replacement. 

Students participating in after-school team sports will be required to 

show proof of having medical insurance coverage and a recent physical 

examination. 

LIBRARY 

The library can be used by any student attending Sussman Middle 

School and is open before school and after school, at snack and lunch 

by appointment with Ms. Walker. During regular class time, students 

must be accompanied by a teacher or must have a signed pass from 

their teacher. Lost and damaged library books must be replaced or paid 

for. 
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SUSSMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL Discipline Policy 2025/2026 

VIOLATION OF SCHOOL RULES – CONSEQUENCES 

Please be aware that school rules, as required by California state law, apply not only during school hours, but 
after school, and when traveling to school or back home. Actual consequences depend on the seriousness of the 
offense. 

BICYCLES AND SKATEBOARDS: Bicycles, skateboards, or any other device may not be ridden on campus. 
Bicycles and skateboards must be locked in the provided bicycle area. The school furnishes bike/skateboard 
racks for your convenience. Please follow these guidelines: 

1.​ California state law requires that helmets must be worn at all times. 
2.​ All bikes/skateboards must be locked to the rack.  Do not lock your bike to a friend’s bike. 
3.​ Don’t lock bikes outside the bike rack. 
4.​ The school is not responsible for the loss of or damage to your bike. 
5.​ Do not ride bikes and/or skateboards on campus at any time.   
6.​ Failure to observe bike and skateboard safety rules may result in the loss of your privilege to ride them 

to school. 

BOOK BAGS AND BACKPACKS:  

Lockers are not used at Sussman Middle School. Students are encouraged to carry book bags or backpacks. 
Having one of these provides you with a convenient way to carry books and other school materials. Book bags 
and backpacks are the personal property of the owner. No student may pick up a book bag or backpack or open 
one without the immediate permission of the owner. Any student found in possession of another student’s book 
bag or in possession of any materials taken out of the bag will be considered guilty of theft. The student will 
receive consequences for theft and/or possession of the stolen property. Furthermore, book bags and backpacks 
should be free of all writing except for the student’s name.  

A.​  Minor violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, restitution, possible off-campus suspension. 
B.​  Major violation - Referral to the Dean or Vice-principal, parent conference, one to five days off-campus 

suspension, police notification with possible arrest and removal from school, restitution, and possible 
transfer to another school. 

ATTENDANCE, TARDINESS, AND TRUANCY 

Parents are required to notify the school when their student is absent. Any student not present at 
school during school hours, or not in class for any period without a valid reason, is truant.  Any student late to 
class is tardy.  

A.​ Excessive absences - Parent conference with school administrator, eventual referral to School 
Attendance Review Team, subsequent referral to School Attendance Review Board, and possible court 
action by the District Attorney. 

B.​ Any student who arrives at school or to class after the bell has rung is tardy. Adequate time is provided 
between class periods to pass from room to room. Students are required to be in the classroom before 
the tardy bell rings. The warning bell rings at 7:55 a.m. The first period bell rings at 8:00 a.m. Students 
may be assigned the following consequences for first period tardies:  

●​ First violation- warning 
●​ Second violation- warning 
●​ Third violation- teacher gives campus beautification 
●​ Fourth violation- teacher call to parents and lunch detention 
●​ Fifth violation- office call to parents and snack & lunch detention 
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All students who demonstrate a tardy problem (six or more tardies) will receive a call to their parents 
and a Saturday School. Failure to attend Saturday School will result in further disciplinary action. 
Oversleeping or transportation problems are not valid excuses. Students arriving late due to a medical 
appointment must provide verification from the doctor’s office. Teachers may also assign consequences 
for tardies. Failure to comply with the teachers’ consequences will result in a referral to the 
administration.  

Excessive tardies will result in a School Attendance Review Team (SART) meeting. At this meeting, the 
student and parent will be notified of the stipulations of Education Code 48200. If attendance problems 
persist after the SART meeting, both the student and the parents will be referred to the School 
Attendance Review Board (SARB) for possible legal action.  

C.​  Truancy - Saturday school and/or a possible citation will be assigned to students who are truant. Under 
the new Anti-Truancy Ordinance, students apprehended by police during school hours without a valid 
excuse will be cited. Parents and students will be subject to one or more of the following penalties: 

1.​ A fine of up to $250.00 (with court costs and penalties the total could be $675.00). 
2.​ Assigned court-approved community service. 
3.​ Attendance at court-approved parenting classes (for parents). 
4.​ Assessment by the City for the cost of providing the personnel for services related to the 

detention, processing, and supervising of the truant minor. 
 

STANDARDS FOR STUDENT DRESS AND GROOMING 

Standards for student dress are clearly explained in the student handbook. Parents are asked to review the 
standards enclosed in this packet with their child.  Students in violation of dress standards will be asked to 
change into their P.E. clothing or be given loaners if applicable and sent back to class as soon as possible. 
Consequences include the following: 

1.​ Warning 
2.​ Campus Beautification 
3.​ No hats (other than “Sussman” hats) or “gang” type attire of any kind is permitted.  

Further disciplinary action may be taken if violations are continual. Clothing will be returned to the students only 
during the first offense.  After that, parents/guardians will be asked to pick up the clothing.  

SNACK AND LUNCH AREA: LITTER 

Students are to remain in designated areas during snack and lunch.  No food is to be taken out of designated 
areas. Students who are finished eating may participate in games on the basketball courts.  Students are not 
permitted in unsupervised halls. Leaving trash or throwing food will not be tolerated. 

A.​ First violation - Campus cleanup during snack. 
B.​ Second violation - Campus clean up snack and/or lunch. 
C.​ Third violation - Parent conference, detention, and/or Saturday school. 

BASKETBALLS  

Basketballs are allowed on campus and the courts are open for play during the following times: before school, 
during snack, and at lunch. Other sporting games (football, baseball, soccer, etc.) are only allowed during P.E. 
Bouncing basketballs in the hallways, or anywhere else on campus away from the basketball courts, 
will result in the ball being confiscated and held until the end of the day.  

CLASSROOM DISRUPTION: FAILURE TO FOLLOW RULES 

Teachers have the authority to develop rules for their individual classrooms. To assure maximum learning, 
teachers will issue classroom rules, which must be followed. Parents will be contacted as necessary if students 
fail to maintain proper class behavior. 

18 



A.​ a. Minor violations - Teacher/parent conference and/or teacher detention assigned in writing at least 24 
hours before the date it is to be served. 

B.​ b. Repeated or major violations - Referral to the counselor, Dean, and/or VP with possible parent 
conferences, Saturday school, off-campus suspension, or other means of correction. 

DISRESPECT/ DEFIANCE OF AUTHORITY Students must be respectful of staff at all times.  Refusing to 
follow instructions or disobeying authority will result in consequences of the following:  

A.​ Minor disrespect - Teacher/parent conference and/or teacher-assigned detention. 
B.​ Serious or repeated disrespect - Referral to the Dean and/or parent conference with Saturday school,   

off-campus suspension, or other means of correction. 
C.​ Failure to serve any consequence will result in a greater consequence. 

FIGHTING  

Fighting is defined as an encounter, with physical blows or other violence, between two students. Any student 
that engages in a fight will be suspended. Parents are requested to emphasize that fighting will not be 
tolerated before, during, or after school. Parents may be found financially responsible for injury to another 
student because of a fight. If a student feels there might be a fight, they must inform a teacher, school 
administrator, or counselor before the fight takes place. All efforts will be made to prevent the fight. 

a.​ First violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, and possible one to five days off-campus 
suspension.  Police will be notified if necessary and citations may be issued. 

b.​ Second violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, and possible three to five days off-campus 
suspension.  Police will be notified as necessary and citations may be issued. 

c.​ Repeated violations - Repeated violations will result in additional citations, suspensions, possible social 
adjustment to another school, and/or referral for expulsion. 

THEFT OR POSSESSION OF STOLEN PROPERTY 

Theft is defined as the removal of an object or substance that is taken without knowledge or permission by any 
means.  Possession of the stolen property will be considered theft. Anything taken from a student’s book bag, 
purse, jacket, etc., or from a P.E. locker at any time during the day will be considered a major violation. 

A.​ Minor violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, restitution, and possible off-campus 
suspension. 

B.​ Major violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, one to five days off-campus suspension, police 
notification with possible arrest and removal from school, restitution, and possible transfer to another 
school. Theft may result in a citation. 

SMOKING OR POSSESSION OF TOBACCO/MARIJUANA 

The act of smoking or the mere possession of tobacco or cigarettes is considered a violation of Penal Code 308b 
and will result in a citation and/or one to five day suspension. Cigarette lighters or matches are not permitted 
on campus at any time. 

ELECTRONIC SMOKING DEVICES 

Electronic smoking devices of any form (e-cigarettes, vape pens, hookahs, etc.) are not permitted on 
campus. Possession, sale, or use of an electronic smoking device on campus will result in a one to five day 
off-campus suspension.    

A.​ First violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, and possible one to five days off-campus 
suspension.  Police will be notified if necessary and citations may be issued. 

B.​ Second violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, and possible three to five days off-campus 
suspension.  Police will be notified as necessary and citations may be issued. 

C.​ Repeated violations - Repeated violations will result in additional citations and suspensions and possible 
social adjustment to another school and/or referral for expulsion. 
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PROFANITY AND VULGARITY, OBSCENE MATERIALS 

No student is permitted to use profane or vulgar language at any time while at school or a school activity. Any 
profanity directed at or about a teacher or any other school employee will be considered an extreme violation. 
Writing profanity on any school or teacher property or on a student’s yearbook or other property will be 
considered an extreme violation. 

A.​ First violation - Warning, referral to the Dean, parent conference, and/or other means of correction. 
B.​ Second violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, possible Saturday School, and other means 

of correction. 
C.​ Extreme Violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, and possible one to five days off-campus 

suspension, restitution, possible removal from class or transfer to another school. 

Students who access inappropriate Internet websites on school devices will be suspended for one to five days. 

VANDALISM 

Vandalism is considered the willful destruction of school property or the personal property of another.  The 
parent or guardian of a minor who willfully cuts, defaces, or otherwise injures property, real or 
personal, belonging to a school district, shall be liable for all such damages caused by the minor.  

A.​ Minor violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, one to three days off-campus suspension, 
restitution, and possible police report, possible citation. 

B.​ Major violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, three to five days off-campus suspension, and 
police report with possible arrest and removal from school, possible legal action, restitution, possible 
transfer to another school, possible referral for expulsion out of Downey Unified School District. 

C.​ Graffiti vandalism is a violation of Penal Code 594(a)(i) and will result in a citation and/or suspension 
and given restitution. 

FIRECRACKERS/FIREWORKS AND “EXPLOSIVES”  

Firecrackers and other explosives are illegal and dangerous and are never permitted at school.  Simple 
possession of such materials will be considered a violation of this policy. Lighting, attempting to light, or 
exploding such materials are serious and major violations of school policy. 

A.​ Minor violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, possible notification of fire department, and 
off-campus suspension from one to three days. 

B.​ Major violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, police notification, fire department 
notification, possible arrest and removal from school, off-campus suspension of three to five days, 
possible transfer to another school, or possible expulsion hearing and expulsion from Downey Unified 
School District.  

DISRUPTION OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  

Students violating school rules at any student activity including after-school activities will be asked to leave and 
further action, as necessary, will be taken the next day at school. Students who have un-served detentions or 
major behavioral violations will not be admitted to school activities. Students may be placed on activities 
probation, where future behavior will be agreed upon and carefully monitored. Any student violating the 
probation agreement may be denied admission and participation in future activities including promotion 
exercises, dances, and year-end activities. Any misbehavior on school field trips or at school events will be 
considered a violation of school rules.  

FORGERY AND CHEATING  

Forgery is the act of a student signing a parent’s, teacher’s, or other school employee’s name or altering such 
signature or other marks such as a grade, date, time, etc. If a student impersonates a person by voice on the 
telephone, he or she will be considered guilty of forgery. Cheating is never permitted and is considered a serious 
offense. Students who are found to be cheating will receive no credit on the assignment and be assigned one of 
the consequences below. 
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A.​ First violation - Referral to the Counselor, Dean, and/or Vice-Principal, parent conference, possible 
Saturday school. 

B.​ Second violation - Referral to the Counselor, Dean, and/or Vice-principal, parent conference, possible 
one to five days off-campus suspension. 

DRUGS, ALCOHOL, WEAPONS, AND OTHER MAJOR OFFENSES 

Any student using, giving, or selling to another person, or in possession of drugs, alcohol, weapons (including 
BB or pellet guns), or dangerous objects, is a serious threat to the welfare and safety of students and school 
personnel. Any overt act or threat directed at a teacher or other school employee is a serious violation. ANY 
violation of this policy will usually result in ALL of the following: 

A.​ Referral to a school administrator. 
B.​ Parent conference. 
C.​ Police notification, student arrest and removal from school with subsequent legal action. 
D.​ Five days of off-campus suspension 
E.​ Possible expulsion and reassignment to another school or expulsion from the school district.       

BEYOND THE CONTROL OF SCHOOL AUTHORITIES 

Any student who is persistently in violation of numerous classroom, school, district, or legal policies, and who 
does not respond to usual corrective measures, is considered beyond the control of school authorities. In this 
case, the parent is held responsible for all possible help in correcting the behavioral problems. 
Depending on the situation, any or all of the following may be considered: 

A.​ Parent requested and required to attend class with the student. 
B.​ Parent requested to come to school and remove the student. 
C.​ Assignment to an alternate school. 
D.​ Off-campus suspension. 
E.​ Referral to outside counseling and/or juvenile authorities. 
F.​ Referral for expulsion. 

PERMANENT MARKERS 

Possession of any type of permanent marker pen is prohibited at all times.  Permanent markers may not be 
possessed even when working on school projects in normal class activities. Any possession must have prior 
approval from the school administration. Liquid correction fluid is not permitted on campus. Possession of a 
“Sharpie” or paint marker is a serious and major violation.  These items will be confiscated and will not be 
returned to the student. 

A.​ First and minor violation – Campus beautification and/or detention 
B.​ Second/and or major violation - Off-campus suspension for one to three days. 
C.​ Use of a marker in writing graffiti, destruction of school property - Immediate off-campus suspension for 

one to five days, police notified with possible arrest, payment for damages, possible expulsion from 
Downey Unified schools.  

D.​ Graffiti vandalism is a violation of Penal Code 594(a)(i) and will result in a citation and/or suspension, 
and restitution. 

CELL PHONES, IPODS, ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Cellular phones are allowed at school. However, they are to be turned off and placed in backpacks or pockets 
(and not visible) during school hours while on campus.  The use of cellular phones will result in confiscation and 
the phone will be held for parents to pick up in the school office. Serious misuse of cell phones can result in 
consequences up to and including suspension. Cameras are not allowed on campus and will be confiscated for 
parent pick-up.  Earbuds/Airpods may only be worn with teacher permission during classroom activities.  
Airpods may not be worn outside of class. 

A.​ First violation - Confiscation of the device.  The device will be held in the office, to be returned to the 
student at the end of the day. Parents notified. 
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B.​ Second violation - Confiscation of the device, given back to the student at the end of the day. Campus 
beautification assigned. 

C.​ Third violation - Confiscation, given back at the end of the day. 1 hour Lunch/Snack Detention assigned. 
D.​ Fourth violation - Confiscation and held for parent pick up. 1 Week Snack/Lunch Detention. Further 

violations may result in an off-campus suspension. 

DAMAGE TO PROPERTY OF SCHOOL DISTRICT EMPLOYEES 

Any student who willfully injures or damages the personal property of a school district employee while at school 
is guilty of a crime. The student and parent will be held responsible for the payment of damages. The following 
steps will be taken: 

A.​ Appropriate disciplinary action, which may include detention, police action, all the way up to expulsion 
proceedings. Parents will be given the opportunity to pay for damages to avoid court action by the 
affected employee. 

B.​ Should court action become necessary, the school will assist in pursuing legal action against the pupil 
and parent. 

HARASSMENT/BULLYING AND INTIMIDATION 

Harassment (bullying) is defined as troubling or tormenting another person continuously. Bullying and 
intimidation are strictly forbidden at all times. Students are to treat each other with proper respect. 

A.​ Minor violation - referral to the Dean or counselor for Saturday school or possible 1 to 3 days of 
off-campus suspension. and conflict mediation. 

B.​ Repeated or major violation - referral to the Dean or counselor for a parent conference, 3 to 5 days of 
off-campus suspension with a possible transfer to another school. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

The California State Education Code states that a student may be suspended from school or recommended for 
expulsion if it has been determined that a student has committed sexual harassment. Sexual harassment can be 
defined as any or a combination of the following:  

1. sexual assault  
2. physical abuse (unnecessary touching, pinching, and cornering) 
3. verbal abuse (propositions, lewd comment[‘=/s, or sexual insults) 
4. subtle or overt pressure for sexual favors accompanied by implied or overt threat  
5. leering or display of pornographic material designed to embarrass or intimidate  

 

A.​ Minor violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, possible 1-3 days off-campus suspension. 
B.​ Major violation - Referral to the Dean, parent conference, 3-5 days off-campus suspension, social 

adjustment, possible arrest by the police, and referral for possible expulsion from the Downey Unified 
School District. 

PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION 

Hugging, kissing, holding hands, or other displays of affection are not allowed.  

THINGS THAT HAVE NO USE AT SCHOOL 

Things that have no educational use at school, and have the potential to cause class or campus disturbance, are 
not permitted at school. These items will be confiscated and returned only to parents. Disciplinary action will be 
taken as necessary, depending upon what the item is and the type of disturbance caused. This could result in 
simple things like Saturday school, or more serious action such as suspension from school, possible expulsion 
from the school district, or arrest by the police. 
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ITEMS WHICH SHOULD NEVER BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 

Items that should never be brought to school include sharp objects other than pens and pencils; any aerosol 
sprays; any vitamin or medication (either prescription or over-the-counter) which does not have the appropriate 
medical documentation on file in the office; any glues or adhesives; any toys or games which would be a 
distraction at school; any items which appear to be illicit drugs (i.e., “look-alike” drugs); toy guns or 
ammunition; matches, fireworks, and other explosives; laser pointers; permanent markers, white-out; glass 
containers; mechanical or woodworking tools; key chains over three inches in length; any objects or substance 
that could disrupt or distract from school activities. 

SELLING ITEMS ON CAMPUS 

Students are not permitted to bring items on campus for sale. Students are not permitted to sell items for 
personal gain. This includes even simple things like candy, gum, baseball cards, toys, etc. Students involved 
with the sale of items considered to be of danger to other students will face serious disciplinary action. An 
example would be the sale of “look-alike” drugs. If an item is represented as a drug, action will be taken as 
though the substance was, in fact, the actual drug.  

A.​ Minor violation - Confiscation of the items for sale, possible Saturday school, or 1-3 days off-campus 
suspension. 

B.​ Major violation - Confiscation of the items for sale, 3-5 days off-campus suspension, possible referral for 
expulsion from the Downey Unified School District, and possible arrest by the police. 

PARTY FLIERS AND ADVERTISEMENTS 

Students are not permitted to bring to school, have in their possession, or pass out to other students, fliers or 
advertisements for “dance parties” or “entertainment events,” or any activities that disrupt the school which 
appear to be inappropriate for middle school students. Material containing vulgar illustrations, profanity, 
advocating the consumption of drugs or alcohol, etc. will be considered a major violation. 

A.​ Minor violation - Confiscation of the material, notification of parent, possible detention, or other 
appropriate action. 

B.​ Major or repeated violations - Confiscation of the material, parent conference, possible one to five days 
off-campus suspension.  

FOOD AND BEVERAGE DELIVERIES 

Students are not permitted to have food or beverage deliveries during the school day by outside vendors and or 
delivery services. Office will not accept deliveries by outside vendors and or services.  
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SUSSMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT DRESS CODE 

CONDITION: All clothes must be neat, and clean. No seams are to be slit. Clothing that has excessive holes or 
that is revealing is not permitted. 

MESSAGE: Symbols, signs, emblems, or attire that disrupt, distract, or interfere with the orderly maintenance 
of the campus are prohibited. This includes any shirt or emblem with a violent theme. Clothing that promotes 
the use of alcohol, drugs, tobacco, weapons, sexual content, or crimes are not permitted. Writing on the skin, 
permanent or otherwise, is not appropriate for school and is not allowed. 

UNDERGARMENTS: Undergarments must be worn and must not be visible at any time. Braless outfits for girls 
are unacceptable. “Sagging” pants that expose undergarments will not be tolerated. 

TOPS: Tank shirts/tops, strapless shirts, and spaghetti straps are not permitted. Students may not wear tops 
that show any part of the midriff, bare midriff, mesh shirts or tops with plunging/revealing necklines, and 
sleepwear.   Tops with inappropriate messaging are not allowed. 

BOTTOMS: Pants cannot be longer than 1” above the ground. Pants may not be more than 2” larger than the 
student’s waist. Shorts and skirts must extend in length to mid-thigh. Wearing tights underneath shorts/pants 
does not excuse a student from the requirements above (example: a student cannot wear jeans with 
inappropriate revealing holes or short shorts with tights underneath).  

SHOES:  Backless shoes, slippers, flip flops, steel toe boots, shoes with wheels, and high heels over an inch in 
height are not allowed. 

JEWELRY/BELTS/ACCESSORIES: Accessories that pose a safety or health hazard are not permitted. Spiked 
or sharp/dangerous earrings are not allowed. Body piercings (lip, eyebrow, etc.) are not appropriate at school. 
Chains, wallet chains, dog collars, dangerous and/or excessive jewelry, pacifiers, and safety pins are not 
allowed. Belts cannot be more than 4” larger than waist size. Belt buckles should be of normal size; logos and 
initials are not permitted. Sunglasses, unless prescribed by a doctor, are not permitted. 

HEAD WEAR: No student may wear any hat, beanie, bandanna, etc. except a “Sussman” school headwear. 

GANG APPAREL: Any clothing determined to be “gang type dress,” e.g., shirts with gang themes, plain white 
T-shirts, baggy pants, long shorts with socks up to the knee may not be worn at any time. 

P.E. CLOTHES: P.E. clothes are to be worn in P.E. only unless issued for dress code. 

SIZE: No oversized or excessively tight clothing. “Sagging” of pants is strictly prohibited.  

Students in violation of dress standards will be asked to change into P.E. clothing, or be given 
loaners if applicable, and sent back to class as soon as possible. Consequences include detention, 
possible campus beautification, and/or Saturday School. Further disciplinary action may be taken if 
violations are continual. The administration reserves the right to alter the dress code policy during 
the school year as needed to adjust for unknown trends that affect the climate or safety of our 
school.  
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	LEAVING CAMPUS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 
	WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL  
	 
	BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
	Books are issued free with the understanding that you must pay for them if they are lost or damaged. Students are expected to furnish their own three-ring binders, lined paper, pens, and pencils. Students are encouraged to donate money for consumable instructional materials for technology labs, foods, art, music, science, and computer classes. Your teacher will tell you the recommended donation and collect the class donations. 
	PERSONAL PROPERTY 
	The school cannot be responsible for the loss or destruction of a student’s personal property. For this reason, valuable jewelry should never be worn to school. Do not bring expensive watches, rings, necklaces, bracelets, collectibles, electronics, etc. to school. Jewelry must be removed during P.E. classes and could possibly be stolen. The lost and found is in the main office.  
	 
	LUNCH AND SNACK    
	Students are to remain in assigned areas during snack and lunch.  No food is to be taken out of the quad or cafeteria. Students who are finished eating may participate in games on the basketball courts. Students are not permitted in the halls. Leaving trash or throwing food will not be tolerated. 
	STUDENT MEDICATION 
	REPORT CARDS 
	STUDENT COUNCIL 

