IB Parent Night - May 15, 2025

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What factors will influence the decision on a high school pathway? Is funding
the main issue?

The District is considering several important factors to determine the best rigorous high
school pathway to support student success. While funding plays a role, it is not the only
consideration. Other key factors include community interest, how well the program
meets student needs, the likelihood that students will complete the IB Diploma
Programme, the success rates of other rigorous academic programs such as AP
Capstone, and whether students can finish the IB Diploma Programme in time for
college applications.

2. Why was IB implemented?

The District implemented the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the Middle Years
Programme (MYP) because of their nationally recognized, inquiry-based approach that
fosters critical thinking and global citizenship. These programs are unique in their ability
to prepare elementary and middle school students to thrive academically in high school
and beyond.

3. What is the future of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program (DP)
at Downey High School and will families have input in the decision?

The future of the high school IB Diploma Programme is still under evaluation. The
District plans to continue collecting feedback and will offer additional information
sessions. A formal recommendation to the Board of Education regarding a rigorous high
school pathway for 11th and 12th grade, specifically in regards to adding the IB Diploma
Programme is expected in Fall 2025. Parent and community input will remain a vital part
of the decision-making process.

4. What is the difference between IB and Viking PRIME? Can Viking PRIME
include IB-like elements?

Viking PRIME is an AP Capstone based program emphasizing academic rigor,
leadership development, and flexibility. Both programs focus on research, inquiry, and
global competencies. Viking PRIME leads to the AP Capstone Diploma and allows
students to tailor their academic pathway. Click here for a sample schedule.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pMtIS4Xao7ZtkXHDEYM9bxui6I9HDXRWtGMXHmmwXkM/edit?usp=sharing

5. Are Viking PRIME AP Seminar options open to current DHS students?

Yes. Viking PRIME includes AP Seminar and AP Research, beginning in 10th grade as
part of the AP Capstone sequence. Downey High School has offered the AP Capstone
program for the past five years, and many students have experienced success in
reaching their academic goals.

6. What are the requirements to enter IB or Viking PRIME?

Viking PRIME is a merit-based program designed for academically motivated students.
Placement is determined by multiple factors, including academic performance and
CAASPRP (state test) scores. Students who successfully complete the MYP are
generally eligible for these advanced courses.

7. Will students with IEPs or 504 plans be supported?

Yes. Students with IEPs and 504 plans are supported in all of our academic programs.
During annual individualized meetings, families and staff will collaborate to develop a
schedule that ensures student success.

8. Why does the IB Diploma Programme start in 11th grade? How does MYP
prepare students beforehand?

The IB Diploma Programme officially begins in 11th grade, as determined by the
International Baccalaureate organization. The IB MYP, offered in grades 6-8, lays the
foundation for success in a range of advanced high school programs by focusing on
inquiry-based, interdisciplinary learning, critical thinking, and global awareness.

9. Will IB MYP students have access to AP or honors classes in 9th grade?

Yes. Viking PRIME offers AP and honors classes beginning in 9th grade, including AP
Human Geography, Honors Biology, and AP Spanish Language. Placement is based on
prior academic performance and student readiness.

10. Will Spanish and other world languages be available for IB MYP students?

Yes. A continuum of Spanish courses are offered at Downey High School including AP
Spanish Language and Culture and AP Spanish Literature. Downey High School
currently offers Spanish, American Sign Language, and French. Downey High School
continually evaluates student requests and needs to determine course offerings.



11. Will Dual Immersion continue for Carpenter and Sussman students? Will
transitions from PYP to MYP to high school be supported?

Yes, the Dual Immersion programs at Carpenter and Sussman will continue. Ensuring a
smooth and well-supported transition from the PYP to the MYP is a key district priority.
While the continuation of the high school IB pathway in 11th and 12th grades is still
under review, Downey Unified is committed to creating aligned, rigorous, and inclusive
opportunities for students throughout their educational journey into high school.

12. How are schools supporting the whole child?

Downey Unified is dedicated to supporting the whole child—academically, socially, and
emotionally. All schools promote belonging and personal growth through programs like
WEB and Link Crew, which ease school transitions and foster peer connections. School
Culture Teams help build inclusive environments, while teachers are trained in
relationship-building. Students are encouraged to participate in leadership opportunities,
community service, clubs, and high school internships. Downey High School has robust
offerings of clubs and extracurricular activities that involve service leadership including
30 athletic programs.

13. How is Sussman Middle School preparing students for success in the MYP?

Sussman Middle School implements the IB MYP model, which focuses on inquiry,
collaboration, and global awareness. These foundations prepare students for success in
rigorous high school pathways and beyond.

14. How does Downey High School compare to Warren High School in terms of
top-tier college acceptance?

Both Downey and Warren High Schools have a strong track record of students being
accepted to top-tier colleges and universities. Both schools offer a high-quality
education that prepares students for future success in the most highly selective
universities.

15. What is the IB completion rate?

The IB Diploma completion rate can be difficult to fully measure. While approximately
80% of students who take the final IB exams in 12th grade go on to earn the diploma,
this number does not include students who leave the program before reaching the exam
stage. As a result, the actual number of students who complete the full IB Diploma by
the end of senior year tends to be significantly lower.



Sample Schedule for IB Diploma Programme and AP Capstone

Rigorous Pathway Sample Course of Study:

AP Capstone/IB Diploma Programme

9th Grade

Honors Geometry

AP Human Geography
Honors English

AP Language/Spanish 2
Honors Biology
VAPA/CTE/DUAL/ ELECTIVE
PE/Athletics

KEY Terms

AP

Capstone

11th Grade

AP Calculus AB
10th Grade AP US History
- AP English Language

AP Research
Honors Algebra 2 AP Physics/AP Chem/AP Bio
AP European History VAPA/CTE/DUAL/ ELECTIVE
AP Seminar
AP Language/Spanish 3
Honors Chem/AP Biology
VAPA/CTE/DUAL/ ELECTIVE AP
PE/Athletics ~ Capstone

- Diploma -
12th Grade

AP Calculus BC,Stats
AP Government

AP Economics

AP English Literature

4th Year Science of Choice

AP Psychology
VAPA/CTE/DUAL/ELECTIVE

IB = International Baccalaureate
PYP = Primary Years Program for IB
MYP = Middle Years Program for IB
AP = Advanced Placement

Viking PRIME = Downey High School’s advanced academic pathway designed to provide
students with a rigorous foundation and a strong course schedule that prepares them for
acceptance to highly competitive universities through completion of the AP Capstone Diploma.

11th Grade

Math IB SL 1

History of Americas HL1
English IB HL1
Biology IB HL1
IB Art/Music SL
LOTEHL 1
Theory of Knowledge IB
Economics (summer School)

12th Grade

Math IB SL 2

History of Americas IB HLZ
English IB HL2

Biology IB HL2
Environmental Systems IB SL
LOTE HL2



Preguntas Frecuentes — Noche para Padres IB

1. ¢ Qué factores determinan la trayectoria académica en la preparatoria? ¢ Es el
financiamiento el principal problema?

El Distrito se encuentra evaluando diversos factores de relevancia para definir la trayectoria
académica rigurosa mas adecuada a nivel de preparatoria, con el objetivo de respaldar el éxito
estudiantil de manera integral. Si bien el aspecto financiero es un componente a considerar, no
constituye el unico criterio. Entre los elementos clave que se estan analizando se incluyen el
nivel de interés manifestado por la comunidad, la capacidad del programa para atender las
necesidades educativas de los estudiantes, la probabilidad de finalizacién del Programa del
Diploma del Bachillerato Internacional (IB), los indices de éxito de otros programas académicos
exigentes como AP Capstone, asi como la viabilidad de que los estudiantes completen el
Programa IB dentro de los plazos requeridos para el proceso de admision universitaria.

2. ¢ Por qué el Distrito implementé el programa IB?

Se adoptaron los programas PYP (Programa de la Escuela Primaria) y MYP (Programa
de los ARos Intermedios) por su enfoque de aprendizaje basado en la indagacion,
reconocido a nivel nacional, que fomenta el pensamiento critico y la ciudadania global.
Estos programas preparan a los estudiantes para tener éxito en la preparatoria y mas
alla.

3. ¢Cuadl es el futuro del Programa del Diploma IB en Downey High?

La decision final se tomara en el otofio de 2025, tras una evaluacién adicional y
recopilacion de comentarios de la comunidad. Se ofreceran mas sesiones informativas
antes de que se haga una recomendacion formal a la Junta de Educacion.

4. ;En qué se diferencia IB de Viking PRIME?

Viking PRIME es un programa basado en AP Capstone que pone énfasis en el rigor
académico, el desarrollo del liderazgo y la flexibilidad. Ambos programas (IB y Viking
PRIME) comparten un enfoque en la investigacion, la indagacion y las competencias
globales. Viking PRIME conduce a la obtencion del Diploma AP Capstone y permite a
los estudiantes personalizar su trayectoria académica de acuerdo con sus intereses y
metas. Haga clic aqui para ver un ejemplo de horario.

5. ¢ Pueden los estudiantes actuales de Downey High unirse a AP Seminar de
Viking PRIME?



Si. Viking PRIME incluye los cursos AP Seminar y AP Research, los cuales inician en el
grado 10 como parte de la secuencia del programa AP Capstone. Downey High School
ha ofrecido este programa durante los ultimos cinco afios, y numerosos estudiantes
han logrado alcanzar sus metas académicas con éxito a través de esta via rigurosa y
enriquecedora.

6. ¢ Cuales son los requisitos para ingresar a IB o Viking PRIME?

Viking PRIME es un programa basado en el mérito, disefiado para estudiantes con alta
motivacion académica. La asignacion se determina a partir de diversos factores,
incluyendo el rendimiento académico y los puntajes obtenidos en la evaluacion estatal
CAASPRP. Los estudiantes que completan satisfactoriamente el Programa de los Afios
Intermedios (MYP) generalmente cumplen con los requisitos para acceder a estos
cursos avanzados.

7. ¢ Se brinda apoyo a estudiantes con planes IEP o 5047

Los estudiantes con planes IEP o planes 504 reciben apoyo en todos nuestros
programas académicos. Durante las reuniones individualizadas que se realizan
anualmente, las familias y el personal escolar colaboran estrechamente para
desarrollar un horario académico que promueva el éxito del estudiante y responda a
sus necesidades especificas.

8. ¢ Por qué el Programa del Diploma IB comienza en el grado 11? ;Cémo prepara
el MYP a los estudiantes antes de eso?

El Programa del Diploma IB comienza oficialmente en el grado 11, segun lo establecido
por la Organizacion del Bachillerato Internacional. EI Programa de los Afos Intermedios
(MYP), que se ofrece en los grados 6 a 8, establece una base solida para el éxito en
una variedad de programas académicos avanzados en la preparatoria, mediante un
enfoque de aprendizaje interdisciplinario, basado en la indagacion, el pensamiento
critico y la conciencia global.

9. ¢Los estudiantes del MYP tendran acceso a clases AP o de honor en el grado
9?

Si. Viking PRIME ofrece clases AP y de honor desde el grado 9, incluyendo AP
Geografia Humana, Biologia de Honor y AP Espanol. La asignacion a estas clases se
basa en el desempefio académico previo y la preparacion del estudiante.

10. ;Habra clases de espanol o otros idiomas para los estudiantes del MYP?



Si. Downey High School ofrece una variedad de cursos de espanol, incluyendo AP
Espariol Lengua y Cultura y AP Espanol Literatura. También se ofrecen cursos de
Lengua de Sefias Americana (ASL) y francés. La escuela evalua continuamente las
solicitudes y necesidades estudiantiles para determinar la oferta de cursos.

11. ¢ Continuara el programa de Doble Inmersién para los estudiantes de
Carpenter y Sussman? ;Se apoyaran las transiciones del PYP al MYP y a la
preparatoria?

Si, los programas de Doble Inmersion en Carpenter y Sussman continuaran. Asegurar
una transicién fluida y con apoyo desde el PYP al MYP, y luego a la preparatoria, es
una prioridad clave para el distrito. Aunque el futuro del Programa del Diploma IB en los
grados 11 y 12 aun esta en evaluacion, el Distrito Escolar Unificado de Downey esta
comprometido con ofrecer oportunidades rigurosas, inclusivas y alineadas en toda la
trayectoria educativa.

12. ; Coémo apoyan las escuelas al estudiante en su totalidad?

Downey Unified estd comprometido con apoyar al estudiante en su totalidad
—académicamente, socialmente y emocionalmente. Todos los planteles promueven el
sentido de pertenencia y el crecimiento personal mediante programas como WEB y
Link Crew, que facilitan las transiciones escolares y fomentan la conexion entre
companeros. Los Equipos de Cultura Escolar ayudan a construir ambientes inclusivos,
y los docentes reciben capacitacién en desarrollo de relaciones. Se anima a los
estudiantes a participar en oportunidades de liderazgo, servicio comunitario, clubes e
internados en la preparatoria. Downey High School cuenta con una amplia oferta de
clubes y actividades extracurriculares, incluyendo 30 programas deportivos.

13. ¢ Como prepara Sussman Middle School a los estudiantes para el éxito en el
MYP?

Sussman Middle School implementa el modelo del MYP, que se enfoca en la
indagacidn, la colaboracion y la conciencia global. Estos fundamentos preparan a los
estudiantes para tener éxito en programas rigurosos de preparatoria y mas alla.

14. ; Coémo se compara Downey High School con Warren High School en cuanto a
la admisién a universidades de alto prestigio?

Tanto Downey High School como Warren High School cuentan con un sélido historial
de aceptacion de estudiantes en universidades de élite. Ambas instituciones ofrecen
una educacion de alta calidad que prepara eficazmente a los estudiantes para tener

éxito en procesos de admision altamente selectivos.



15. ¢ Cual es el porcentaje de finalizacion del Programa del Diploma IB?

Aproximadamente el 80 % de los estudiantes que presentan los examenes finales del
IB en el grado 12 obtienen el diploma. Sin embargo, este porcentaje no incluye a
aquellos estudiantes que abandonan el programa antes de llegar a la etapa de
evaluacion, por lo que el nivel real de finalizacion del diploma completo tiende a ser
considerablemente mas bajo.
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