
WELCOME TO 
SUSSMAN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL!
 2024



At Sussman Middle School, 

21st-century learners thrive as they 

prepare for their high school 

journey to become college and 

career ready, globally competitive, 

and citizens of strong character.

SMS VISION



SMS Administration

DR. CONNIE QUINTERO
Principal

DR. ANITA ARORA

Vice Principal / 
IB Coordinator

ESTHER JEONG

Dean of Students
MARIO SALCEDA

Vice Principal
Categorical 
Resource
Teacher

JESSICA WORTHY



Sussman's Amazing 
Counselors!

DEBRA CAMACHOSTEVEN MAFFEY CLAUDIA GARCIA

• STUDENT SUPPORT

• ACADEMIC, SOCIAL & 

BEHAVIOR COUNSELING

• PARENT/ GUARDIAN 

COMMUNICATION

• AVAILABLE 7:30-3:30 PM 

DAILY!

A-GOM GON-PEM PEN-Z



Facilities
• Modernized Classrooms

• Library

• Gym

• Science Lab

• Full School Renovation!







• All students have access to 1:1 devices in 
order to access materials. 

• There is an Instructional Media 
Technician on site to 

support student and 
staff tech needs.  Current Dusd students 

will bring their ipads

Technology



Character COUNTS! 
Emphasized all year long!!



Positive Behavior 
Intervention Supports



● English Language 
Arts

● Reading
● Math
● Social Studies
● Science
● PE
● Elective

Sample 
Schedule



ELECTIVES



23-24 Electives offered at SMS:
● Art
● ASL *expanded
● Band
● Ceramics
● Competitive Robotics
● Drama: 6th grade, Intro & Adv 

*expanded
● Food Science *new
● Journalism
● Leadership: ASB 
● Leadership: WEB *new
● Mock Trial/Intro to Law *new

● Photography *new
● Pioneer PALS *new
● PLTW: Gateway to Tech, Design & 

Modeling, Automation Design, Flight 
& Space *expanded

● Spanish
● Technology Ed: Project STEM Coding 

*new
● TV & Video Production

Elective Offerings



Student Leadership: 
ASB (Associate Student Body) & WEB (Where Everyone 
Belongs)



PTA Reflections Art Competition:

• Every year our students produce 
beautiful entries for PTA 
Reflections. This year was no 
exception!

Art
• Ceramics
• Art Design
• Art 6



ASL
• American Sign Language qualifies as a 

second language and is aligned to the 
program at Downey High School

• Students demonstrate an 
understanding of vocabulary along 
with the history and language within 
the deaf community

• Students practice these skills through 
short dialogues with their peers 



Information:

• Full year classes are offered to 6th, 7th, and 
8th graders (only SMS offers 6th grade 
program)

• AVID offers valuable strategies and tutoring 
two days a week. 

• Students are exposed to universities and the 
college application process. 

AVID
Advancement Via Individual 

Determination



Drama
• Students role-play, learn about 

theatre and the production 
behind plays 

• Students practice their skills 
through speeches, going to 
competitions and putting on a 
end of the year production (Alice 
in Wonderland)



Flight & Space

• Students learn about the history & 
science of Flight and Space

• Student teams build a hot air balloon in 
class

• Learn about aviation and design their 
own gliders through online application



Food Science
• Exploring various facets of 

nutrition and cooking
• Learning basic cooking 

techniques
• Learning about kitchen and food 

safety
• Incorporating students’ culture 

and background into recipes



Mock Trial/Intro to 
Law

• Students learn about law and the 
American justice system

• Students participate in mock trials 
competing against each other as 
well as effective trial advocacy 
techniques



Music 

• Beginning, Intermediate, and 
Advanced band

• Jazz band 
• Award Winning Marching Band!
• Music Appreciation
• Parades, Concerts & Competitions!



Photography
• Students take photos and learn 

how to manipulate angles and 
lighting for the best product

• Along with taking pictures 
students are taught how to edit 
their pictures and the purpose 
behind different photo files 



Pioneer Pals

• Students walk to Alameda to 
support in:

■ Student Tutoring
■ Teacher Support
■ AVID



PLTW & Robotics
• Flight & Space
• Automation & Robotics
• Design & Modeling
• Competitive Robotics

Information:

• Flight & Space, Design & Modeling, and 
Automation & Robotics are semester courses.

• The competition team is all year long. 
• We have a new Engineering & Robotics Building.
• This year we will compete in State & Nationals!



Spanish

● Spanish is aligned to the program at 
Downey High School.  Most students 
who successfully complete this class 
qualify for Spanish 2 in High School

● Students develop their ability to 
communicate in Spanish and 
engage in cultural awareness 
activities



TV Production & Journalism

• Create content for morning 
announcements (Intros, 
Weather, Credits, etc. )

• Use photography and video 
equipment along with computer 
software for filming and editing. 

• Develop and complete Sussman 
yearbook. 



CLUBS & 
GROUPS



Club Schedule



Academic Tutoring Everyday



Information:
• Femineers was designed  to help 

bridge the gender gap in STEM 
studies! 

• Femineers work on Creative Robotics  
and Wearable tech. 

Femineers



Information:
• Gaming Club meets every other 

Thursday during lunch. 

• We won the e-Sports  Middle School 
Championship this year in Rocket 
League.

Gaming Club/Esports



GATE
Gifted and Talented Education

Information:

• GATE students are identified in elementary or at 
the middle school level.

• Differentiated instruction is implemented in the 
classrooms.

• GATE students participate in extracurricular 
enrichment activities.

Cosmic Bowling

Enrichment



Information:

• CJSF (California Junior 
Scholarship Federation)

• Students qualify based on 
Academic achievement

• Continues into high school as 
CSF

Scholarship & CJSF
6th, 7th & 8th Grade



Information:

• Students receive financial 
scholarships every November for 
achieving academic excellence.

• Students qualify based on their 
grades.

College Scholarships for
 6th, 7th & 8th Graders 



Competitive & 
Intramural
Sports



ACCESS
Before and After School Care

dfeo.org



PTA
Our wonderful PTA is 
highly involved and 
active on our campus. 



We have a strong 
relationship with DHS

...AND Neighboring Colleges



IB MYP
International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme



Sussman Middle School

IB MYP CANDIDATE SCHOOL 
Sussman Middle School is a Candidate 

School* for the Middle Years 
Programme. This school is pursuing 

authorization as an
IB World School. These are schools that 

share a common philosophy—a 
commitment to high quality,

challenging, international education that 
Sussman Middle School believes is 

important for our students.



Sussman Middle School

IB MYP
● Highly trained teachers and staff

● Focused on 21st Century Skill Development and Application of Knowledge

● Sussman is currently in the process of confirming program enrollment for 24-25

● Orientation for incoming IB students: May 30, 2024 



Next Steps 
● 6th grade course selection
● 5th grade SMS campus visit
● WEB Orientation

○ August 2024



Thank you for joining 
us today! 

Welcome to the 
Pioneer Family


