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Downey Unified School District 
CITIZENS’ BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

11627 Brookshire Avenue 
Downey, California 

  

MINUTES 

     
REGULAR MEETING      
The regular meeting of the Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee (CBOC) was called to 
order by Chair, Eric Pierce, Monday, October 21, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. in room T-5 at the 
Downey Unified School District located at 11627 Brookshire Avenue, Downey. 
 
A quorum of the Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee                                               
was in attendance as established by roll call:                                             
 
 

Paul Beemer     
Danielle De Buhr  
Melody Gregorio   
Eric Pierce 
Russell Skersick   
Jeff Townsend 
Jerome Wetzstein 
      

DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT: 
 Dr. John A. Garcia, Jr., Superintendent 
 Michael Martinez, Senior Director, Budget and Finance 

John Shook, Director, MOT 
Martha Machado, Senior Secretary, Facilities Planning and Development 

 
 
DISTRICT CONSULTANTS PRESENT: 
Richard Ingrassia, Rachlin Partners 
Jennifer Pearson, Rachlin Partners 
 
 
RECORDER: 
Martha Machado, Senior Secretary, Facilities Planning and Development 
 
AGENDA ADOPTED    
Melody Gregorio moved, Jerome Wetzstein seconded, and the motion carried 
unanimously to adopt Agenda #15 for the Regular meeting of the Citizens’ Bond 
Oversight Committee held Monday, October 21, 2019. 
 
 
APPROVED MINUTES OF MARCH 25, 2019 
Russell Skersick moved, Paul Beemer seconded, and the motion carried unanimously to 
approve Official Minutes of the regular meeting of the Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee meeting held on March 25, 2019 as submitted or with the necessary 
corrections. 

Present Absent 

X  

X  

X  

X  

X  

 X 

X  
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RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE  
None 
 
WELCOME FROM DR. GARCIA 
Dr. Garcia welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked the committee to excuse 
Christina Aragon, Associate Superintendent of Business Services since she is preparing 
for an important meeting the next morning. 
 
Dr. Garcia reported on the challenges with enrollment that he has mentioned previously 
but reported that the district is happy since enrollment stayed flat this school year and, in 
this environment, today being flat is considered a win. The District is continuing to accept 
permit applications which go through a rigorous process before they are accepted. We 
continue to make the push for our Downey residents to continue enrolling their students 
in our schools. One of the things that we have been hearing for the last couple of years 
is that we do not offer many childcare options. We are currently working on some 
options for preschool and after school care within our district. We are hopeful that our 
new State-of-the-Arts Facilities in our middle schools will help our enrollment. 
 
REVIEW PROGRESS OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS THROUGHOUT 
THE DISTRICT 
Richard Ingrassia shared a PowerPoint with the committee on the progress of Measure 
O projects: 
 

• Stauffer Middle School Modernization, on-going construction 

• Sussman Middle School Modernization, construction began June 2019  

• Griffiths Middle School Modernization, construction began June 2019 

• Doty Middle School submitted to DSA, construction to start June 2020  

• Stauffer Gymnasium submitted to DSA, anticipated construction date June 2021 
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS HEARD 
Eric Pierce congratulated the district on another wonderful State of the Schools and 
thanked them for always inviting the CBOC Committee. Members that attended agreed 
with Eric and congratulated the robotics students that participated. 
 
Danielle DeBuhr commented that, in August, her and Paul got to visit Stauffer Middle 
School and saw the progress with the construction and got to visit some of the new 
classrooms.  Everything looks very nice. 
 
Dr. Garcia also mentioned the progress that is happening at Griffiths Middle School with 
the metal beams already going up. 
 
Paul Beemer asked if Portable Classrooms were going to remain on the campuses 
forever and Richard and Dr. Garcia explained that we are trying to remove as many 
portable classrooms as possible but in some instances, they have to stay.  The Board of 
Education would like as many permanent structures as possible. 
 
New bond will be on the ballot in March of 2020 for about $15 billion dollars with about 
$8 billion going to K-12. It will be a good thing for us, and will let us continue with our 
projects.   
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Dr. Garcia asked if the committee is interested in having Dr. Robert Jagielski and Dr. 
Roger Brossmer come to the next CBOC meeting in January to talk about Safety and 
Security within our schools. 
 
REVIEW MEASURE O FINANCIAL REPORT 
Michael Martinez, Senior Director of Budget and Finance presented the financial report 
through June 30, 2019.  This is the same financial data that our auditors will present to 
the Board of Education and to the CBOC in January. 
 
Paul Beemer questioned the totals for the Griffiths Bungalows wondering why there is a 
discrepancy between the commitment amount $485,698 and the expenditure amount 
$790,979. Michael Martinez will follow up on this and will send an email to the committee 
with the explanation. 
 
 
FUTURE ITEMS 
Security Presentation at January 27th meeting 
Fieldtrip to Construction Sites 
 
 
HEAR PUBLIC 
No public response. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee will be held on  
Monday, January 27, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. in room T-5. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
The regular meeting of the Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee was adjourned by Eric 
Pierce at 5:45 p.m. 
 


