Defining Gifted
A gifted and talented student has the capacity for excellence
beyond that of his/her age group. A gifted student may often
demonstrate exceptional characteristics in one or more of
the following areas for Gifted and Talented identification:

•

Intellectual

•

High Achievement (Language Arts and Mathematics)

•

Specific Academic Ability (Language Arts or
Mathematics)

For questions, please call:
(562) 469-6500
or email Sara Maples,
GATE Lead teacher:
ssmaples@dusd.net

What you need to know about

DOWNEY UNIFIED’S
GIFTED & TALENTED
EDUCATION (GATE)

www.DUSD.net

Providing the education
gifted students need...

Challenging students to a
deeper level of thinking...

Guiding your child through
their educational journey...

Our GATE program (4th to 8th grade) is designed to
challenge and motivate students to use their talents and
abilities to think in more complex ways.

Downey Unified’s highly qualified teachers understand how to
differentiate the curriculum to best engage with GATE students.
Teachers use “Depth and Complexity Elements” as a guide
for integrating depth and complexity in activities and lessons,
asking students more sophisticated questions, guiding literature
circles, and exploring topics during group or independent study.

Gifted and talented students often process information
differently than their peers. On-site GATE coordinators work
with GATE students to make sure they are thriving both in
and outside of academics. Coordinators have one on one
conversations with students to ensure workload balance
and social-emotional health.

Downey Unified’s goal for the GATE program is to provide
access to the most rigorous courses with highly qualified
teachers, as well as provide educational experiences that
expose students to local university programs and varied
resources in Southern California.
Our GATE students take workshops at the Getty, presidential
libraries, museums and local performing arts centers to
deepen their understanding of the concepts learned in
class. GATE students at Downey Unified are supported in
both their unique educational and social-emotional needs.

Language of the Discipline: What vocabulary terms are
similar to the content or discipline?
Details: What are some features and characteristics?
Patterns: What is the order of the events? Make predictions

based on the event.

Rules: What structure underlines this subject? What ordering
principle is at work?

Trends: Identify patterns of change over time and factors that
create events to occur.

Unanswered Questions: What information is missing?
What evidence do you need? What has not been proven yet?

Ethics: What moral principles are involved in this subject?
What arguments could emerge from a study of this topic?

Big Idea: What theory or statement applies to these ideas?
How do these ideas relate to concepts such as chaos vs. order
etc. What is the main idea?

Multiple Perspectives: How would someone see the
situation differently?

How Students Qualify at
Downey Unified
1. Students in the top CASSP testing levels are
identified by school site

2. Teachers and/or parents can request testing through
the GATE Lead at the site, if the student meets the top
level in CAASSP English/Math testing

3. Students take a nationally normed non-verbal

reasoning test at the site. If students score 70% or
higher on the reasoning test, they move on to the next
steps:

• Student GPAs are recorded
• Evidence of the students’ critical thinking
skills are gathered from their teachers

• Student Qualification Packet is reviewed by a
team of GATE Leads

Find out more today!
www.DUSD.net

