
Welcome
To the home of the Lions

Columbus High School
2021-2022



2



administration

Xochitl Ortiz, EdD
Principal, Bilingual

Mr. Alvarez
Assistant Principal,

Bilingual
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Office Staff

Mrs. Estrada-
Segoviano

Bilingual Office 
Manager

Miss Debbie Jordan
Attendance
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Miss Martha Valdez
Bilingual Registrar 

and Attendance



Support Staff

Mr. Marshall
School Counselor

Bilingual

Mrs. Martinez
School Psychologist

Bilingual
5



6



Important Dates



School office :

Open: 7:30-3:30 pm

Phone: (562) 904-3552



First Day of school:

⩥ Monday

⩥ Hours: 8-1:50 pm



Important notes
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CHS Enrollment/Registration checklist

Referral
• By the school counselor from DHS or WHS for 

your child to CHS for credit recovery

New 
students to 
CHS only

• Complete CHS New Student Orientation 
https://forms.gle/n3n5Z4LwBECyor8t9

https://forms.gle/n3n5Z4LwBECyor8t9
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CHS Enrollment/Registration checklist

All students 
must complete

• Online Registration Verification at: 
parentconnection.dusd.net

Need help?

• How to video: Parent Online Q-Registration Walk Through video
• Login reminder: parentconnection.dusd.net/LoginReminder

https://parentconnection.dusd.net/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t76TnfrBqNxQJia_p1hEENhamjNZPP8c/view?usp=sharing
https://parentconnection.dusd.net/Home/LoginReminder
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CHS Enrollment/Registration checklist

Student 
Schedule

• Access your CHS Schedule via Parent or Student Connect by the 
morning of first day of school at  parentconnection.dusd.net

Welcome 
email

• New students will receive a welcome email from the attendance office 
once registration and enrollment is complete

https://parentconnection.dusd.net/
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cHECKLIST OF “TO-DO” ITEMS for school!

1. Ensure your student has a device/Chromebook

2. Ensure you student has internet/wi-fi access

3. You may checkout these essential items from DUSD 
technology office; call 562-469-6905
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Please note:

1. Complete online registration verificationon Q-ParentConnectis required 

to obtain your student’s class schedule

2. Student schedules will be availing on Q-Parent and Q-Student Connect 

by the morning of first day of school

3. Questions about your schedule? Please contact:

Mr. Marshall, School Counselor at smarshall@dusd.net

mailto:smarshall@dusd.net


Student’s Daily Schedule
Attendance and grades matter!



Student’s Daily Schedule
https://web.dusd.net/columbus/info/#bells (in-person)
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7:30 am – 3:30 pm

https://web.dusd.net/columbus/info/#bells


What makes CHS 
Special?
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Introduction/Background

• Columbus HS is WASC Accredited since 2013 meaning the diploma is valid for college/vocational 
school/military

• State of California Awarded CHS the Model School Distinction in 2019
• CHS serves an average of 250-300 students 
• CHS is designed to offer individualized support for students who need a smaller learning environment 

to succeed and are motivated to graduate from high school. Enrollment into CHS is voluntary. On rare 
occasions, a student may be placed at any one of the high schools through Student Services.

• The majority of students come from DHS and also from WHS
• On average, 20-40 students transfer back to their home school per semester
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Mission

To inspire, nurture and actualize the 
academic, social and vocational 

potential of every student

Vision

Establish an inclusive and premier 
learning community that 

prepares and enables all students to 
graduate from high school and 
succeed in college and career 



“
Our commitment to you:

Maximize our student’s success 
towards graduation through 

caring relationships and 
student’s wellbeing.
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CHS has strong Average Daily Attendance
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CHS has a strong graduation rate!
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Columbus HS Grad Requirements, Juniors Class of 2022

Course Credits
English (same as past) 40 Credits

Per grade level 10 Credits each
Mathematics (additional one year/10 credits) 30 Credits

Integrated I 10 Credits
Integrated II / Coordinated Math 10 Credits
3rd year of a-g math course 10 Credits

Science (same as past) 20 Credits
Conceptual Physics 10 Credits
Life / Biology 10 Credits

Social Science (same as past) 30 Credits
WHG 10 Credits
US History 10 Credits

Senior level Government 5 Credits 
Senior level Economics 5 Credits
Physical Education (same as past) 20 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts (one year required) 10 Credits
Language Other Than English (LOTE: 2 years same language required) 20 Credits

Year 1 10 Credits
Year 2 10 Credits

Health (same as past) 5 Credits
Electives (decrease) 15 Credits

190 Credits Total
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Caring Relationships
The most important thing we 
do is build trusting and caring 
relationships with students 
and a safe learning 
environment. This sets the 
stage for bonding, learning 
and maximizing student 
potential. If there is no sense 
of safety, trust or caring 
relationships learning will be 
jeopardized!



Caring Teachers 
and Staff



“We are all prepared to take the next step 
in our lives due to our amazing high school. 
This is a really big step in the journey of our 

lives, and we should be recognized for our 
commitment to excellence. Thank you for 

making our senior year positive, fun and 
giving us the tools to succeed in life… you 
have made a great impact on us and you 

will never be forgotten.”

Over $35,000 in 
scholarships awarded

to CHS grads!



⩥ Room B-1
⩥ Counseling 1:1 or small group
⩥ Restorative Circles
⩥ Art Club
⩥ And much more
⩥ Teacher Pass and sign-in 

required



Safety



Safety Protocols for in-person learning
⩥ Students and staff are required to complete the COVID screener prior 

to coming onto campus
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Safety Protocols for in-person learning
⩥ Masks must be worn indoors and outdoors (e.g. classroom, 

office, quad, basketball courts, etc.), all persons* (students, 
staff, etc.) are required to wear a mask that covers the nose 
and mouth

⩥ Air purifiers installed in each classroom and building
⩥ Students may bring their water bottle to use the refillable 

water stations
⩥ Additional cleaning measures
⩥ Additional hand-washing and hand sanitizing stations 

throughout campus
⩥ Additional open air seating options

32



General Campus Rules (highlights)
⩥ Same as DHS and WHS

⩥ Safe and drug free campus is CRITICAL

⩥ Parents/ visitors must be cleared through office; students are not allowed to bring non-enrolled 

minors to class/campus

⩥ This is a closed campus.  Unless with a staff, students must remain in the center quad areas 

during breaks & between classes.  Parking lots, athletic fields, areas behind buildings near the 

garden & Adult School programs & being in front of the school campus, are OFF LIMITS. 
⩥ Students are NOT allowed to leave campus during breaks, lunch or school hours UNLESS you 

have an off-campus pass obtained from the main office; otherwise, you may be marked absent, 

truant or cited by Downey PD

⩥ No roaming to OFF LIMITS areas or off campus

⩥ Store skateboards and bikes at locking station, not in the office



Dress Code



Steps to success
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Steps to Success
CHS has 10 evaluation periods, there are 

currently 9 left. At the end of each 
evaluation period, students are placed 
on the step they have earned per the 
number of credits they’ve earned and 

their attendance rate for that 
evaluation. A letter, email, dialer and 

text is sent to parent/guardian/student 
monthly to inform Step level.



Step 1
⩥ Standard: 100% of credits needed to 

earn that session and 85–100% 
attendance.

⩥ Rewards: step one certificate, award 
assembly, a recognition contact/letter 
to parent/guardian, assorted prizes or 
privileges, approved to participate in 
special activities

⩥ Eligible for: work permit, prom, 
homecoming, transfer to WHS / DHS 
at semester

Excellent!

Keep up the great work!!!



Step 2
⩥ Standard: 100% of credits needed to earn that 

session & 84% or less attendance rate

⩥ Rewards: a letter to parent/guardian and may 
include approval to participate in special 
activities.

⩥ Eligible for: work permit, prom, homecoming

⩥ NOT eligible to: transfer to WHS / DHS at the 
semester with less than 85% attendance rate

• Satisfactory progress
• On track to graduate from 

Columbus HS



Step 3 ⩥ Standard: earned less than 100% of 

credits needed for the evaluation

⩥ NOT Eligible for: work permit, prom, 

homecoming, transfer to WHS / DHS

⩥ Mandatory Step 3 Parent-Teacher 

Meeting: parent/guardian, student, 

and teacher(s) designed to discuss 

lack of progress as well as create a 

plan to get back on track to graduate

• AT-RISK OF 
DROPOUT

• NOT On track to 
graduate



Columbus HS 
Steps to 
Success 

Evaluations
Award categories: 
Perfect Attendance, 
Character Counts!

Step 1

https://web.dusd.net/columbus/steps-to-success/
https://web.dusd.net/columbus/steps-to-success/


CHS Credit Check GUIDE
Find it on Student/Parent Connect

At CHS, graduation and credit goals are 
tailored to the student. CHS students earn 

one credit at a time and see their 
progress in real time on the credit sheet. 
CHS students are expected to earn one 
credit about every 10 days of classwork. 
At the end of every month, CHS teachers 
input the number of credits students have 

earned. 

Traditional schools record if students 
earned 0 or 5 credits per class, per 

semester.



Website resources



Visit our website
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https://web.dusd.net/columbus/
https://web.dusd.net/columbus/


Welding Pathway… sign up today!

44

https://web.dusd.net/columbus/welding-pathway/
https://web.dusd.net/columbus/welding-pathway/


Visit the DUSD student portal for important apps:



Visit our CHS web Stores
⩥ ASB swag ⩥ Class of 2022 grad items
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https://webstores.activenetwork.com/school-software/columbus_high_school/
https://webstores.activenetwork.com/school-software/columbus_high_school/
https://socalgrad.com/product-category/high-school-products/columbus-grad-items/
https://socalgrad.com/product-category/high-school-products/columbus-grad-items/


Visit our CHS Website and follow 
us on 

YouTube & social media

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCF02hDL-dEkN_CB4NHzuuEw
https://www.facebook.com/LionsCHS/?show_switched_toast=1&show_switched_tooltip=0&show_podcast_settings=0
https://www.instagram.com/columbus_highschool/


The ABCs of
Student Expectations
You can do this!!! Your success is our success!



Student Expectations: 
Attendance / Behavior / Credits
⩥ I will attend daily as assigned in my schedule. 
⩥ I understand that attendance will be taken daily 

in each block/period, and I will communicate daily 
with my assigned teachers.

⩥ I will inform my teachers if I am unable to attend 
class if there are extenuating circumstances that 
prevent me from attending class. 
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⩥ I will access Canvas, Google Classroom, and/or 
video conferencing platforms as directed by my 
teachers.

⩥ I will review the “Week at a Glance” schedule with 
my parent/guardian each week for all courses. 

⩥ I will complete assignments by their due dates.
⩥ I will ask for help - contact my teacher or counselor if 

I need assistance or support with course 
assignments. 50

Student Expectations: 
Attendance / Behavior / credits



Student 
Expectations: 

Behavior
I will adhere to DUSD’s 
“Video Conferencing 

Guidelines & 
Expectations.”
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Student Expectations: Technology
⩥ I will bring my 

device fully 
charged to 
school daily

⩥ I will complete 
the Digital 
Citizens of 
Character
assignments 
and 
demonstrate 
appropriate 
online behavior 
during distance 
learning.

⩥ I will notify my 
parent/guardian 
and contact my 
teachers, 
counselor, or 
administrator if I 
am having 
trouble with my 
district-issued 
device or need 
help accessing 
Wifi.

52

⩥ I will use my 
district-issued 
device in a 
responsible 
manner and 
follow DUSD’s 
policies 
regarding the 
Internet and 
acceptable use 
of technology.



Student 
Expectations: 

Behavior
I will be a “Digital 

Citizen of Character”

53



Parent Partnership Plan
Teamwork makes the dreamwork!



DUSD Parent Partnership:
We appreciate partnering with you to 

ensure that your student is successful in 

Distance Learning. We are requesting your 

partnership with the following guidelines to 

make sure your student has a positive 

experience.
55

Parent Partnership Plan



⩥ Read all communications shared by 
DUSD and my student’s school.

⩥ Review the Student Expectations with 
my student.

⩥ Contact the school’s attendance office 
within 24 hours of the absence if my 
student cannot attend school.

56

Parent Partnership Plan



⩥ Contact a counselor, teacher, or 
administrator if there are extenuating 
circumstances that prevent my student 
from attending class.

⩥ Ensure that my student’s device is 
charged and working properly each day.

⩥ Ensure that my student is logged in 
during the assigned class times.

57

Parent Partnership Plan



⩥ Review the “Week at a Glance”
schedule with my student each week for 
all courses.

⩥ Contact my student’s school if trouble 
with the district-issued device arises or 
need help accessing Wifi is needed.

⩥ Take advantage of parent educational 
opportunities and informational 
sessions. 58

Parent Partnership Plan



59

thanks! 
welcome to our school
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